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Sena to is: Big task to quash foreign election meddling online 
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« 



Senate Intelligence Committee ranking member Sen. Mark 
Warner, D-Va., speaks to witnesses during a committee hearing 
on foreign influence operations and their use of social media on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Aug. 1,2018. 

Associated Press 


By DEB RIECHMANN and 
MARY C LA RE J AID NIC K 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re¬ 
publican senators said 
Wednesday that the gov¬ 
ernment faces a momen¬ 
tous task in preventing for¬ 
eigners from using social 
media to interfere in U.S. 
elections, citing concerns 
a bout the First Amendment 
and the sprawling nature of 
the internet. 

Experts testifying before the 
Senate Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee said Russia and oth¬ 
er foreign actors are using 
high-tech means to polar¬ 
ize Americans not only on 
elections, butalso on highly 
charged issues like race 
and immigration. The hear¬ 
ing came one day after 
Facebook said it had un¬ 
covered new sophisticated 
efforts, possibly linked to 


Russia, to manipulate U.S. 
politics ahead of the mid¬ 
term elections 
'We have bad actors put¬ 
ting out bad information. 
The difficulty is how do you 


segregate those people 
who are doing this from 
Americans who have the 
right to do this? "asked Sen. 
James Risch, R-ldaho. 'This 
is just an enormous, if not 
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an impossible, thing." 

While lawmakers have 
voiced outrage atthe inter¬ 
ference, they haven't yet 
figured out what the gov¬ 
ernment can do to combat 
it. Facebook has resisted 
regulation over the years, 
and the Republican-led 
Congress has so far been 
reluctant to crackdown on 
social media companies, 
even after it was first re¬ 
vealed lastyearthata Rus¬ 
sian internet agency had 
manipulated American 
social media during and 
after the 2016 election to 
try to further divide Ameri¬ 
cans on social issues. A bill 
introduced by Democrats 
to regulate the way elec¬ 
tion ads are shown on so¬ 
cial media has not moved 
in the Senate. 

Ihe committee's Repub¬ 
lican chairman, Richard 
Burr of North Carolina, said 
those interfering through 
social media are trying to 
"weaken our country from 
within" and government 
must find a way to respond 
while maintaining the rights 
of internet users. 

"How do you keep the 
good while getting rid of 
the bad?" Burr asked. 'That 
is the fundamental ques¬ 
tion in front of us, and it is 
a complex problem that 
intertwines First Amend¬ 
ment freedoms, corporate 
responsibility, government 
regulation and the right of 
innovators to prosper from 
theirwork." 

Burr said Moscow isn't inter¬ 
fering because it has po¬ 
litical leanings to the right 
or left or because it cares 
about U.S. elections, but 
"rather because a weak 
America isgood forRussia." 
Sen. Mark Warner, the rank¬ 
ing Democrat on the com¬ 
mittee, said that even after 
18 months of study, the U.S. 
is only scratching the sur¬ 
face of Russia's information 
warfare campaign, which 
has revealed the "dark un¬ 
derbelly" of social media. 
Warner published a list of 
possible ideas for regula¬ 
tion this week, from giving 
consumers more control 
over their data to making 
companies liable for fake 
content that they don't 
take down. But he has not 
settled on a plan. At the 


hearing, Wamerwondered 
aloud about whetherthere 
could be some kind of'time 
out"during rapidly trending 
social media stories to de¬ 
termine if they are phony or 
real. 

J ohn Kelly, a social scientist 
and founder of Graphika, 
a marketing and analytics 
firm, told the committee 
that after the 2016 elec¬ 
tion, the Internet Research 
Agency, a Russia-based 
troll farm that has sowed 
discord in the U.S. political 
system, "stepped on the 
gas," increasing its use of 
fake accounts to drive dis- 
sention in American soci¬ 
ety. 

He said automated ac- 
countsatthe farleftand far 
right of the American politi¬ 
cal spectrum generate as 
ma ny a s 25 to 30 times the 
number of messages that 
genuine political accounts 
put out on an average 
day. This results in extremists' 
messages "screaming while 
the majority whispers." 

Laura Rosenberger, who 
directs the Alliance for Se¬ 
curing Democracy at The 
German Marshall Fund 
of the United States, said 
that tech companies need 
to share information and 
detail nefarious activities 
they are seeing and curtail 
them. She praised Face- 
book's announcement but 
said Facebook and Twitter 
represent only a segment 
of the activity. 

'The Russian government 
and its proxies have infil¬ 
trated and utilized nearly 
every social media and 
online information plat¬ 
form, including Instag ram, 
Redd it, YouTube, Tumblr, 
4chan, 9GAG and Pinterest 
— flooding the information 
zone to target Americans," 
Rosenberger said. 

Sen. Angus King, l-Maine, 
said at the hearing that he 
shudders when he hears 
the words "regulate the 
internet" — an action he 
wants Congress to avoid. 
'There has to be some sort 
of national policy that's 
very clearly articulated, 
that's public, and that no¬ 
tifies our adversaries if you 
do X, Y will happen," King 
said in an interview after¬ 
ward with The Associated 
Press. □ 
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C ourt strikes down Tmmp push tocut'sanc tua ty c Hy 1 Hinds 



In this J une 26, 2017, file photo, Lydia Balderas, left; and Merced Leyua, right; join otheis as they 
piotestagainsta new sanctuary cities bill outside the federal courthouse in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 


By SUDHIN1HANAWALA 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

divided U.S. appeals court 
on Wednesday struck down 
a key partof President Don¬ 
ald Trump's contentious ef¬ 
fort to crackdown on cities 
and states that limit coop¬ 
eration with immigration of¬ 
ficials, saying an executive 
order threatening to cut 
funding for "sanctuary cit¬ 
ies" wa s unc onstitutiona I. 

In a 2-1 decision, the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals agreed with a lower 
court that the order ex¬ 
ceeded the president's 
authority. Congress alone 
controls spending under 
the U.S. Constitution, and 
presidents do not have the 
power to withhold funding 
it approves to pursue their 
policy goals, the court ma¬ 
jority said. 

"By its plain terms, the ex¬ 
ecutive order directs the 
agencies of the executive 
branch to withhold funds 
appropriated by Congress 
in order to further the ad¬ 
ministration's policy objec¬ 
tive of punishing cities and 
counties that adopt so- 
called 'sanctuary' policies," 
wrote Chief Judge Sidney 
Thomas, joined by Judge 
Ronald Gould. 

The court, however, also 
said the lower-court judge 
went too far when he 
blocked enforcement of 
Trump's order nationwide 
after a lawsuit from two 
California counties — San 
Francisco and Santa Clara. 
Thomas said there wasn't 
enough evidence to sup¬ 
port it, limited the injunc¬ 
tion to California and sent 
the case backto the lower 
court for more arguments 
on whether a wider ban 
was warranted. 

Devin O'Malley, a spokes¬ 
man for the U.S.Justice De¬ 
partment, called the ruling 
a victory for "criminal aliens 
in California, who can con¬ 
tinue to commit crimes 
knowing that the state's 
leadership will protect 
them from federal immigra¬ 
tion officers whose job it is 
to hold them accountable 
and remove them from the 
country." 

'The Justice Department 
remains committed to the 
rule of law, to protecting 
public safety, and to keep¬ 


ing criminal aliens off the 
streets,"he said. 

The decision overall is a 
big win for opponents of 
the executive order, but 
Trump could try to en¬ 
force it against jurisdictions 
outside the nine Western 
states covered by the 9th 
Circuit, said David Levine, 
an expert on federal court 
procedure at the University 
of California, Hastings, Col¬ 
lege of Law. 

"If they wanted to go after 
Chicago, if they wanted to 
go after Denver or Phila¬ 
delphia, they would not 
be bound by an injunc¬ 
tion," he said. 'Those places 
would have to bring their 
own lawsuitsand whatever 
happens, happens in those 
cases." 

Trump signed the execu¬ 
tive order in January 2017 
— part of a push by his 
administration to go after 
cities and states that don't 
work with U.S. immigration 
authorities. 

The government also has 
moved to withhold a par¬ 
ticular law enforcement 
grant from sanctuary juris¬ 
dictions and sued Califor¬ 
nia overthree lawsthatex¬ 
tend protections to people 
in the country illegally. 

The Trump administra¬ 
tion says sanctuary cities 
and states allow danger¬ 
ous criminals back on the 
street. San Francisco and 
other sanctuary cities say 
turning local police into im¬ 
migration officers erodes 
the trust needed to get 
people to report crime. 


The executive orderdirect- 
ed the attorney general 
and secreta ry of Homeland 
Security to ensure that juris¬ 
dictions refusing to com¬ 
ply with a particular immi¬ 
gration law generally are 
not eligible to receive U.S. 
g ra nts. 

U.S. District J udge William 
Onick in San Francisco 
ruled in November that 
the order threatened all 
federal funding and that 


the president lacked the 
authority to attach new 
conditions to spending ap¬ 
proved by Congress. 

The executive order poten¬ 
tially jeopardized hundreds 
of millions of dollars in fund¬ 
ing to the San Francisco 
and Santa Clara counties, 
Orrick said, citing com¬ 
ments by Trump and U.S. 
Attorney General Jeff Ses¬ 
sions as evidence of the or¬ 
der's scope. 


The Trump administration 
said the order applied to a 
relatively small pot of mon¬ 
ey that already required 
compliance with the immi¬ 
gration law. 

'When a president over¬ 
reaches and tries to assert 
authority he doesn't have 
under the Constitution, 
there needsto be a check 
on that power grab," San 
Francisco City Attorney 
Dennis Herrera said in a 
statement Wednesday. 
'The courts did that today, 
which is exactly what the 
fra mens of the Constitution 
had in mind." 

Santa Clara County Coun¬ 
sel James R. Williams said 
the decision was a victory 
for a key provision of the 
U.S. Constitution. 

In a colorful dissenting 
opinion, 9th Circuit Judge 
Ferdinand Fernandez said 
the executive order clearly 
says any action by the at¬ 
torney general or Home¬ 
land Security secretary was 
to be taken in accordance 
with the law. He said Onick 
had pushed that language 
aside and called the coun¬ 
ties' fears about the order 
an "imagined beast.'□ 
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Hump urges end to probe 'right now/ setting off new storm 



President Donald Tmmp smiles during a meeting with innerc ity pastors in the Cabinet Room of the 
White House in Washington, Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2018. 

Associated Ftess 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE and 
ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump bluntly 
declared on Wednesday 
his attorney general should 
terminate "right now" the 
federal probe into the 
campaign that took him to 
the White House, a newly 
fervent attack on the spe¬ 
cial counsel investigation 
that could imperil his presi¬ 
dency. Trump also assailed 
the trial, just undeway, of 
his former campaign chair¬ 
man by the special coun¬ 
sel's team 

White House press secre¬ 
tary Sarah Huekabee Sand¬ 
ers scrambled to explain 
tha t Tru mp's tweet wa s "not 
an order"and the president 
was not directing his at¬ 
torney general to do any¬ 
thing. 

"It's the president's opinion," 
she said. 

But Trump's early morning 
tweetstorm again raised 
the specter that he could 
try to more directly bring 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller's Russia-Trump 
election-collusion probe to 
a premature end. And it 
revived the idea that the 
president's tweets them¬ 
selves might be used as ev¬ 
idence that he is attempt¬ 
ing to obstructjustice. 
Meanwhile, Trump attor¬ 
ney Rudy Giuliani said ne¬ 
gotiations are continuing 
to have Trump sit down 
for questions from Mueller, 
though the lawyer said "I'm 
not going to give you a lot 
of hope that it's going to 
happen."He said both sides 
had exchanged proposals 
for conditions for such an 
interview, "and yesterday 
we got a letter back from 
them and now we're in the 
processof responding." 
Trump has raged privately 
in recent days that both 
the forces of government 
and the media are try¬ 


ing to undermine him. 
That includes trumped-up 
charges against his former 
campaign chairman, Paul 
M ana fort, and distorting 
the outcome of the Helsinki 
summit to make it appear 
he was beholden to Russia, 
according to two Repub¬ 
licans close to the White 
House not authorized to 
speak about private con¬ 
versations. 

Trump was closely monitor¬ 
ing news coverage of the 
Manafort proceedings, 
which provoked the spate 
of incendiary tweets, ac¬ 
cording to the two Repub¬ 
lic a ns and two White House 
offic ia Is. 

'The president's not ob¬ 
structing, he's fighting 
back,"said Sanders,dismiss¬ 
ing the idea Trump's tweets 
could be tantamount to 
obstruction of justice. 

The most inflammatory of 
Trump's tweets said, 'This is 
a terrible situation and At- 
tomeyGeneralJ eff Sessions 
should stop this Rigged 
Witch Hunt right now, be¬ 
fore itcontinuesto stain our 
country any further. Bob 


Mueller is totally conflicted, 
and his 17 Angry Democrats 
thatare doing hisdirty work 
are a disgrace to USA!" 

The president'sangercame 
the day after the start of 
the trial of Manafort, who 
is facing federal charges 
of bank fraud and tax eva¬ 
sion. And while Mueller did 
not bring any election- 
related charges against 
Manafort, the specter of 
the Russian investigation is 
hanging over the Alexan¬ 
dria, Virginia, courthouse. 
And Trump's White House. 
"Paul Manafort worked for 
Ronald Reagan, Bob Dole 
and many other highly 
prominent and respected 
political leaders," Trump 
tweeted. "He worked for 
me for a very short time. 
Why didn't government 
tell me that he was under 
investigation. These old 
charges have nothing to 
do with Collusion - a Hoax!" 
Laterthe president invoked 
one of the nation's most 
notorious criminals, 1920s 
gangster Al Capone, and 
posed the question "who 
was treated worse" while 


airing his grievance about 
Manafort being held in soli¬ 
tary confinement ahead 
of a conviction. Manafort 
is in detention after having 
his bail revoked because 
of allegations that he was 
attempting to tamper with 
witnesses in his case. Fed¬ 
eral prosecutors revealed 
last month that he was af¬ 
forded unusual privileges 
while in detention. 

Trump hasspent more than 
a year trying to distance 
himself from his one-time 
top political aide, and to 
minimize the role Manafort 
played in his campaign. 
Trump's protestations aside, 
Manafort worked on the 
campaign during a critical 
six-month period in 2016, 
during which he led the ef¬ 
fort to ensure Trump won 
the Republican nomina¬ 
tion. He oversaw the early 
days of the general elec¬ 
tion effort. 

Sanders said Trump wants 
Mueller's investigation con¬ 
cluded swiftly without inter¬ 
vention, though Trump has 
publicly mused as recently 
as May about interfering in 


the Department of J ustice's 
oversight of the probe. "At 
some point I will have no 
choice but to use the pow- 
ersgranted to the Presiden¬ 
cy and get involved!" he 
tweeted then. 

Trump has repeatedly belit¬ 
tled the probe as "a hoax," 
as those close to him sug¬ 
gest he feels that any talk 
of Russian interference tar¬ 
nishes his electoral victory 
and delegitimizes his presi¬ 
dency. 

One of the president's con¬ 
fidants deemed Trump 
in "a dark place," seeth¬ 
ing about the longlasting 
probe and the media'sde- 
piction of his White House 
under siege. Though long 
antagonistic toward the 
press, Trump'sa ngertowa rd 
the media has only grown 
overthe past month, as he 
has berated coverage of 
his Singapore and Helsinki 
summits, the possible pros¬ 
ecutorial cooperation of his 
former legal 'fixer" Michael 
Cohen and the Mueller 
probe. 

After complaining about 
the tough questions he re¬ 
ceived from American re¬ 
porters in Finland,Trump has 
largely steered clear of the 
mainstream media, instead 
opting for safer spaces like 
an interview with ally Rush 
Limbaugh this week. From 
the White House briefing 
room podium on Wednes¬ 
day, Sanders declined to 
denounce the harassment 
of a CNN reporter during 
a Trump rally in Florida on 
Tuesday. 

The president's social me¬ 
dia outburst renewed dis¬ 
cussion of the significance 
of his tweets. 

Rudy Giuliani, the presi¬ 
dent's lawyer, stressed that 
Trump was just issuing an 
opinion, though he also 
said the White House be¬ 
lieves 'the investigation 
should be brought to a 
close.'□ 
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Sbudentc ha iged in ela borate 
digital money theft sc heme 



In this May 31, 2016 photo, J oel Ortiz, center, poses for a photo 
with Mayor Marty Walsh, left, and public schools Superintendent 
Tommy Chang, right; during a luncheon for public schools 
valedictorians in Boston. 


By CHRISTOPHERWEBERand 
ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
LOSANGELES(AP) — A Mas¬ 
sachusetts college student 
who was named his high 
school's valedictorian for 
his savvy tech skills hacked 
into unsuspecting investors' 
personal cellphones, email 
and social media accounts 
to steal at least $2 million in 
digital currency like Bite 0 in, 
according to documents 
provided by California 
prosecutors Wednesday. 
Joel Ortiz was taken into 
custody J uly 12 at Los An¬ 
geles International Airport 
ahead of a flight to Boston, 
according to prosecutors. 
Ihe 20-year-old faces more 
than two dozen changes 
including grand theft, iden¬ 


tity theft and computer 
hacking, court documents 
show. He's held on $1 mil¬ 
lion bail. 

The Santa Clara County, 
California, public defend¬ 
er's office, which is rep¬ 
resenting Ortiz, declined 
comment. 

A number listed for his 
home in Boston wasdiscon- 
nected. 

The elaborate scheme in¬ 
volved taking over victims' 
phones, allowing him to re¬ 
set passwords and access 
online accountscontaining 
electronic assets in the form 
of Bitcoin, Coinbase, Bittrex 
and Binance, the criminal 
complaint said. 

In one case Ortiz allegedly 
walked into an AT&Tstore 


and impersonated a victim 
in order to get a new SIM 
card, which gave him con¬ 
trol of the victim's phone. 
He obtained access to 
the victim's 'financial and 
personal identifying infor¬ 
mation, tax returns, private 
passwords" and siphoned 
$10,000 from a cryptocur¬ 
rency account, according 
to police report. 

In several instances Ortiz 
allegedly impersonated 
victims over text messages 
and convinced friendsand 
family members to "loan" 
him digital funds, court 
documents said. 

Atone point Ortiz allegedly 
stole $10,000from a Califor¬ 
nia resident, and then tried 
to get more, calling the 


victim's wife and sending a 
text to the victim's daugh¬ 
ter that said 'TELL YOUR 
DAD TO GIVE US BITCOIN," 
the documents said. 

Court documents identify 
more than 20 victims who 
live in California, and pros¬ 
ecutors say they know of 
additional victims outside 


of the state. 

Ortiz enrolled at the Univer¬ 
sity of Massachusetts Bos¬ 
ton and studies information 
technology, said school 
spokesman De Wayne 

Lehman. 

Boston Public Schools 
spokesman Daniel O'Brien 
declined to commentO 


Dad recalls finding girl with fingers severed by escalator 


By UNDSAY WHITEHURST 
SANDY, Utah (AP) — A 

4-year-old Utah girl whose 
fingers were severed in 
the steps of a grocery 
store escalator last year is 
learning to color pictures 
again, but she could face 
more surgeries as her small 
handsgrow, herfathersaid 
Wednesday. 

For Ramon Moreno, it's 
hard to forget the terrifying 
day he held his daughter 
Adalene in one arm and 
two of herfingersin a buck¬ 
et in the other. 

"It'sa sickfeeling. Scary,"he 
said in an interview. 

The family filed a lawsuit last 
week claiming Adalene 
lost herfingersbecause the 
SaIt Lake C ity store fa iled to 


keep the escalator prop¬ 
erly maintained. It says sev¬ 
eral "comb teeth" of the 
escalator's steps were miss¬ 
ing, creating a hole where 
the girl could stick her fin¬ 
gers inside. 

"I don't want nobody to 
feel what I felt, or kid to go 
through what my daugh¬ 
ter went through," More¬ 
no said. The lawsuit filed 
against the supermarket 
and the escalator manu¬ 
facturer claims state in¬ 
spectors had warned the 
store about the broken 
pieces two years before, 
and safety switches did 
not stop the escalatorfrom 
functioning after the girl's 
fingers got caught. The 
lawsuit seeks unspecified 


monetary damages. 

The store, Kroger-owned 
Smith's Marketplace, 
declined to comment 
Wednesday, citing the 
ongoing litigation. The es¬ 
calator's manufacturer, 

Schindler Elevator Corp., 
hasdenied wrongdoing. 
Moreno was on his way to 
his construction job when 
he got the call from the 
girl's mother, Silvia 7a mora, 
his former partner, on Sept. 
20, 2017. She had been 
buying when she heard the 
girl scream. 

She rushed from the sec¬ 
ond-floor self-check regis- 
terto the nearby escalator 
and found then-3-year-old 
Adalene at the bottom, 
covered in blood, her mid¬ 


dle and ring fingers severed 
midway down. Adalene is 
too young to say exactly 
how it happened, so law¬ 
yers are also trying to ob¬ 
tain store surveillance vid¬ 
eo. 

Employees had to retrieve 
the fingers from escala¬ 
tor components under the 
floor, and Moreno rushed 
the girl to an ambulance. 
Surgeons tried to re-attach 
the fingers, but they were 
too small and mangled, 
Moreno said. 

"She from went being hap¬ 
py, singing, dancing, all the 
time every day, to just kind 
lying there with a blank look 
on herface," Moreno said. 
Today, Adalene is a bub¬ 
bly child with long dark hair 



Adalene Moieno wavesduring 
an interview Wednesday, Aug. 
1, 2018, in Sandy, Utah. 

Associated Press 

who loves her Barbie dolls, 
building forts out of blan¬ 
kets and playing with her six 
older brothers and sistersQ 
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Pence-led sen/ice maiksa nival of presumed Korean Wardead 


and brothers were laid to ment made to one another The repatriation is a break- 
rest, Hanwell Kaakimaka before going into battle, through in a long-stalled 
said. and passed on from one U.S. effort to obtain war re- 

Ihe Kaakimaka family pro- generation of warriors to mains from North Korea. 



A U.S soldier salutes during a repatriation ceremony for the remains of U.S soldiers killed in the 
Korean War and collected in North Korea, at the Osan Air Base in Pyeongtaek, South Korea, 
Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By AUDREY McAVOY and 
KIM YONG-HO 
HONOLULU (AP) — De¬ 
cades after the end of the 
Korean War in 1953, the 
remains of dozens of pre¬ 
sumed U.S. wardead were 
on their way Wednesday 
to Hawaii for analysis and 
identification. Ihe U.S. mili¬ 
tary believes the bones a re 
those of U.S. servicemen 
and potentially servicemen 
from other United Nations 
member countries who 
fought alongside the U.S. 
on behalf of South Korea 
during the war. 

U.S. Vice President Mike 
Pence and the command¬ 
er of U.S. forces in Asia, 
Adm. Phil Davidson, were 
expected to speak at a 
ceremony marking the ar¬ 
rival of the remains on U.S. 
soil and the beginning of a 
long process to identify the 
bones. Ihey met ahead of 
the formal ceremony. 

North Korea handed over 
the remains last week. A 
U.S. military plane made a 
rare trip into North Korea to 
retrieve the 55 cases 
About 7,700 U.S. soldiersare 
listed as missing from the 
1950-53 Korean War and 
about 5,300 of the remains 
are believed to still be in 
North Korea. 

Hanwell Kaakimaka's un¬ 
cle, John Kaakimaka, is 
among those who never 
came home. 

'We've been watching the 
news, and we've been 
hopeful that my uncle is 
among the remains," he 
said, adding that it could 
bring his family some clo¬ 
sure. 

His uncle, who was from 
Honolulu, wasa corporal in 
the 31st Infantry Regiment 
of the Army's 7th Infantry 
Division. He went missing on 
ora bout Dec. 2,1950. 
Hanwell Kaakimaka said 
the story he heard from 
his dad was that his uncle 
was injured and was be¬ 
ing brought back from the 
front when Chinese troops 
overran the area and at¬ 
tacked the convoy. 

If John Kaakimaka's re¬ 
mains are ever identified, 
his family wants him to be 
buried in a cemetery at 
the base of Diamond Head 
crater in Honolulu because 
that's where his parents 


vided DNA samples to the 
U.S. military's Defense POW/ 
MIA Accounting Agency 
over a decade ago, hop¬ 
ing officials would be able 
to make a match. 

Ihe agency identifies re¬ 
mains of servicemen killed 
in past conflicts It typically 
uses bones, teeth and DNA 
to identify remains along 
with any items that may 
have been found with re¬ 
mains like uniforms, dog 
tags and wedding rings. 
But North Korea only pro¬ 
vided one dog tag with the 
55 boxes it handed over 
last week. 

Before the remainswere put 
on military planes bound 
for Hawaii, hundreds of U.S. 
and South Korean troops 
gathered at a hanger at 
the Osan base in South 
Korean for the repatriation 
ceremony, which included 
a silent tribute, a rifle salute 
and the playing of the U.S. 
and South Korean national 
anthems and dirges in front 
of the U.N. flag-covered 
metal cases containing the 
remains. 

"For the warrior, this is a 
cherished duty, a commit- 


the next," Vincent Brooks, 
chief of the U.S. military 
in South Korea, said in a 
speech. 

The remains were then 
moved in gray vans to an 
airfield where U.S. and 
South Korean soldiers load¬ 
ed them one by one into 
two transport planes Four 
U.S. fighter jets flew low in a 
tribute. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis said last week that 
the return of the 55 boxes 
was a positive step but 
not a guarantee that the 
bonesare American. 

A U.S. defense official said 
Tuesday that it probably 
will take months if not years 
to fully determine individual 
identities from the remains 
The official, who discussed 
previously undisclosed as¬ 
pects of the remains issue 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity, also said North Korea 
provided a single military 
dog tag along with the re¬ 
mains. The official did not 
know details about the 
single dog tag, including 
the name on itorwhetherit 
was even that of an Ameri¬ 
can military member. 


There are 7,699 U.S. service 
members listed as unac¬ 
counted for from the 1950- 
53 Korean War, of which 
about 5,300 are believed 
to have died on North Ko¬ 
rean soil. There remainder 
are those who died in South 
Korea but have not been 
recovered; those who died 
in air crashes at sea or on 
ships at sea, as well as a 
number who are believed 
to have been taken to Chi¬ 
na. 

'The remains received from 
North Korea are being han¬ 
dled with the utmost care 
and respect by profession¬ 
al historians, forensic scien¬ 
tists, uniformed personnel 
and government officials," 
the U.S.-led U.N. Command 
said in a statement. It said 
it "never leaves troops be¬ 
hind, living or deceased, 
and will continue the mis¬ 
sion of repatriation until ev¬ 
ery service member returns 
home." 

The bones' return was part 
of an agreement reached 
during a June summit be¬ 
tween U.S. President Don¬ 
ald Trump and North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un. 


Trump thanked Kim for the 
return. 

During the summit, Kim also 
agreed to "work toward 
complete denuclearization 
of the Korean Peninsula" 
in return for Trump's prom¬ 
ise of security guarantees 
Trump later suspended an¬ 
nual military drills with South 
Korea which North Korea 
had long called an inva¬ 
sion rehearsal. 

But Trump now faces criti¬ 
cism at home and else¬ 
where that North Korea 
hasn't taken any serious 
steps toward disarmament 
and may be trying to buy 
time to weaken interna¬ 
tional sanctions a gainst it. 
North Korea halted nuclear 
and missile tests, shut down 
its nuclear testing site and 
began dismantling facilities 
at its rocket launch site. But 
many experts say those are 
neither irrevocable norseri- 
ous steps that could show 
the country is sincere about 
denuclearization. 

North Korea may want to 
use the remains' return to 
keep diplomacy with the 
United States a live and win 
a reciprocal U.S. conces¬ 
sion. Experts say the North 
likely wants a declaration 
of the end of the Korean 
Wa r a s pa rt of U.S. sec urity 
assurances. 

An armistice that ended 
the Korean War has yet to 
be replaced with a peace 
treaty, leaving the penin¬ 
sula in a technical state 
of war. North Korea has 
steadfastly argued its nu¬ 
clear weapons are meant 
to neutralize alleged U.S. 
plans to attack it. 

Efforts to recover remains 
in North Korea have been 
fraught with political and 
other obstacles since the 
war's end. Between 1990 
and 1994, North Korea uni¬ 
laterally handed over 208 
caskets to the U.S., which 
turned out to contain re¬ 
mains of fa r mo re tha n 208 
individuals, although foren¬ 
sic s spec ia lists thus fa r ha ve 
established 181 identities 
A series of U.S.-North Kore¬ 
an recovery efforts, termed 
'joint field activities," be¬ 
tween 1996and 2005yield¬ 
ed 229 caskets of remains, 
of which 153 have been 
identified, according to the 
Pentagon.^ 
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U.S bishops Sexc laims 
show U.& card rial's 
'moral failure' 


By GILLIAN FLACCUS 

The president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops said Wednesday 
that sex abuse allegations 
against former Cardinal 
Theodore McCanickdating 
backdecadesraise serious 
questions about how the 
claims could stay secret for 
so long as the retired arch¬ 
bishop from Washington, 
D.C., rose in prestige and 
power. 

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNando 
said the allegationsagainst 
hisformercolleague reveal 
a "grievous moral failure" 
and urged anyone who 
has experienced sexual 
abuse at the hands of the 
church to come forward. 
DiNardo reminded bishops 
in the United States to take 
those reports seriously and 
contact the police when 
required. 

"Both the abuses them¬ 
selves, and the fact that 
they have remained un¬ 
disclosed for decades, 
have caused great harm 
to people's lives and rep¬ 
resent grave moral failures 
of judgment on the part of 
church leaders," he said in 
a statement. 

'One way or another, we 
are determined to find the 
truth in this matter," said 
DiNardo, who is also the 
archbishop of Galveston- 
Houston, in Texas 
The statement comes as 
church officials deal with 
abuse issues anew, more 
than a decade after the 
biggest mass clergy abuse 
settlements in U.S. history 
and the release of tens of 
thousands of documents 
that were long sealed in 
priest personnel files. 

In an open letter Tuesday, 
a contributorto the conser¬ 


vative Catholic magazine 
First Things urged Catholics 
to withhold donations to 
the U.S. church until an in¬ 
dependent investigation 
determines which U.S. bish¬ 
ops knew about McCar- 
rick'smisdeeds — a "nucle- 
aroption"aimed at making 
church members' sense of 
betrayal heard. In Penn¬ 
sylvania, a Roman Catho¬ 
lic diocese on Wednes¬ 
day identified 71 priests 
and other members of the 
church who had been ac¬ 
cused of child sex abuse 
and said it was holding ac¬ 
countable the bishopswho 
led the church forthe past 
70 years, announcing that 
their names will be stripped 
from all church properties. 
McCarrick, the Washing¬ 
ton archbishop from 2000 
to 2006, was previously 
one of the highest, most 
visible Catholic Church of¬ 
ficials in the United States 
and was heavily involved 
in the church's yearslong 
response to allegations of 
priest abuse. Pope Fran¬ 
cis ordered the 88-year- 
old removed from public 
ministry on J une 20 after a 
church panel determined 
that allegations he sexu¬ 
ally abused a teenager 
in New York more than 40 
years ago were "credible 
and substantia ted. "The for¬ 
mer altar boy alleged that 
McCarrick, then a priest, 
fondled him during prepa¬ 
rations for Christmas Mass 
at St. Patrick's Cathedral in 
1971 and 1972. Since then, 
another man identified 
only as James has come 
forward, saying that Mc- 
C a nick first exposed himself 
to him when he wasll and 
then engaged in a sexually 
abusive relationship with 


In this March 4, 2015, file photo, Cardinal Theodore Edgar McCarrick speaks during a memorial 
service in South Bend, Ind. 

Associated Press 

him for the next 20 years. 

McCarrick has denied the 
initial accusation but has 
not responded to the sec¬ 
ond one. Atthe time of Mc- 
Carrick'sJ une removal, the 
New Jersey archdioceses 
of Newark and Metuchen 
revealed that they had re¬ 
ceived three complaints 
from adults alleging mis¬ 
conduct and harassment 
by McCarrick and had 
settled two of them. Pope 
Francisthen accepted Mc- 
C a nick's resignation on J uly 
28, effectively stripping him 
of hiscardinal'stitle,and or¬ 
dered him to live a lifetime 
of penance and prayer 
pending the outcome of a 
canonical trial.Q 
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Leaked chats show alleged Russian spy seeking hacking tools 



In this file photo taken on Saturday, J uly 14, 2018, a man walks past the building of the Russian 
military intelligence service in Moscow, Russia. 

Associated Press 


By RAPHAEL SATTER 
MATTHEW BODNER 
MOSCOW (AP) — Six years 
ago, a Russian-speaking 
cybersecurity researcher 
received an unsolicited 
email from Kate S. Milton. 
Milton claimed to work for 
the Moscow-based anti¬ 
virus firm Kaspersky. In an 
exchange that began in 
halting English and quickly 
switched to Russian, Milton 
said she was impressed by 
the researcher's work on 
exploits — the digital lock 
picks used by hackers to 
break into vulnerable sys¬ 
tems— and wanted to be 
copied in on any new ones 
that the researcher came 
across. 

'You almost always have all 
the top-end exploits," Mil- 
ton said, aftercompliment- 
ing the researcher a bout a 
post to her website, where 
she often dissected mali¬ 
cious software. 

"So that our contact isn't 
one-sided, I'd offer you my 
help analyzing malicious 
viruses, and as I get new 
samples I'll share," Milton 
continued. 'What do you 
think?" 

"The researcher — who 
works as a security engi- 
neerand runsthe malware¬ 
sharing site on the side — 
always had a pretty good 
idea that Milton wasn't 
who she said she was. Last 
month, she got confirma¬ 
tion via an FBI indictment. 
The indictment , made 
public on J uly 13, lifted the 
lid on the Russian hacking 
operation that targeted 
the 2016 U.S. presidential 
election. It identified "Kate 
S. Milton" as an alias for 
military intelligence officer 
Ivan Yermakov, one of 12 
Russian spies accused of 
breaking into the Demo¬ 
cratic National Committee 
and publishing its emails 
in an attempt to influence 
the 2016 election. 

The researcher, who gave 
her exchanges with Milton 
to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity, 
said she wasn't pleased to 
learn she had been corre¬ 
sponding with an alleged 
Russian spy. But she wasn't 
particularly surprised either. 
'This area of research is a 
magnet forsuspic ious peo¬ 
ple,"she said. 


The researcher and Milton 
engaged in a handful of 
conversations between 
April 2011 and March 2012. 
But even their sparse ex¬ 
changes, along with a few 
digital breadcrumbs left 
behind by Yermakov and 
his colleagues, offer insight 
into the men behind the 
keyboards at Russia's Main 
Intelligence Directorate, or 
GRU. 

It isn't unusua I for messages 
like Milton's to come in out 
of the blue, especially in 
the relatively small world 
of independent malware 
ana lysts 

'There was nothing par¬ 
ticularly unusual in her ap¬ 
proach," the researcher 
said. "I had very similar inter¬ 
actions with amateur and 
professional researchers 
from different countries" 
The pair corresponded for 
a while. Milton shared a 
piece of maliciouscode at 
one point and sent over a 
hacking-related YouTube 
video at another, but con¬ 
tact fizzled out after a few 
months 

Then, the following year, 
Milton got back in touch. 
"It's been all work, work, 
work," Milton said by way 
of apology, before quickly 
getting to the point. She 
needed new lock picks. 

"I know that you can help," 
she wrote. "I'm working on 
a new project and I re¬ 
ally need contacts that 


can provide information or 
have contacts with people 
who have new exploits. I 
am willing to pay forthem." 
In particular, Milton said 
she wanted information on 
a recently disclosed vulner¬ 
ability codenamed CVE- 
2012-0002 - a c ritic a I M ic ro- 
soft flaw that could allow 
hackers to remotely com¬ 
promise some Windows 
computers Milton had 
heard that someone had 
already cobbled together 
a working exploit. 

"I'd like to get it,"she said. 
The researcher demurred. 
The trade in exploits — for 
use by spies, cops, surveil¬ 
lance companies or crimi¬ 
nals— can be a seedy one. 
"I usually steer clear from 
any wannabe buyers and 
sellers,"she told the AP. 

She politely declined - and 
never heard from Milton 
again. 

Milton's Twitter account — 
whose profile photo fea¬ 
tures "Lost" star Evangeline 
Lilly — is long dormant. The 
last few messages carry ur¬ 
gent, awkwardly worded 
appeals for exploits or tips 
about vulnerabilities. 

"Help me find detailed de¬ 
scription CVE-2011-0978," 
one message reads, refer¬ 
ring to a bug in PHP, a cod¬ 
ing language often used 
for websites "Need a work 
exploit," the message con¬ 
tinues, ending with a smiley 
face. 


It isn't clear whether Yer¬ 
makov was working for the 
GRU when he first masquer¬ 
aded as Kate S. Milton. Mil¬ 
ton's Twitter silence — start¬ 
ing in 2011 — and the ref¬ 
erence to a "new project" 
in 2012 might hint at a new 
job. In any case, Yerma¬ 
kov wasn't working for the 
anti-virus firm Kaspersky — 
not then and not ever, the 
company said in a state¬ 
ment. 

'We don't know why he al¬ 
legedly presented himself 
asan employee,"the state¬ 
ment said. 

Messagessent by the AP to 
Kate S. Milton's Gmail ac¬ 
count were not returned. 
The exchanges between 
Milton (Yermakov) and the 
researcher could be read 
in different ways. 

They might show that the 
GRU was trying to cultivate 
people in the information 
security community with an 
eye toward getting the lat¬ 
est exp loitsassoon aspossi- 
ble, said Cosimo Mortola, a 
threat intelligence analyst 
at the cybersecurity com¬ 
pany Fire Eye. 

It's also possible that Yer¬ 
makov might have initially 
worked asan independent 
hacker, hustling for spy 
tools before being hired by 
Russian military intelligence 
— a theory that makes 
sense to defense and for¬ 
eign policy analyst Pavel 
Felgenhauer. 

"Forcyber, you have to hire 


boys that understand com¬ 
puters and everything the 
old spies at the GRU don't 
understand," Felgenhauer 
said. 'You find a good 
hacker, you recruit him and 
give him some training and 
a rank — a lieutenant or 
something — and then he 
will do the same stuff." 

The leak of Milton's con¬ 
versations shows how the 
glare of publicity is reveal¬ 
ing elements of the hack¬ 
ers' methods — and per¬ 
haps even hints a bout their 
private lives. 

It's possible, for example, 
that Yermakov and many 
of hiscolleaguescommute 
to work thro ugh the arched 
entrance to Komsomolsky 
20-22, a military base in 
the heart of Moscow that 
serves as home to the al¬ 
leged hackers' Unit 26165. 
Photos shot from inside 
show it's a well-kept facility, 
with a czarist-era facade, 
manicured lawns, flower 
beds and shady trees in a 
central courtyard. 

The AP and others have 
tried to trace the men's 
digital lives, finding refer¬ 
ences to some of those 
indicted by the FBI in aca¬ 
demic papers on comput¬ 
ing and mathematics, on 
Russian cybersecurity con¬ 
ference attendee lists or 
— in the case of Cpt. Niko¬ 
lay Kozachek, nicknamed 
"kazak" — written into the 
malicious code created 
by Fancy Bear, the nick¬ 
name long applied to the 
hacking squad before their 
id entities we re allegedly re¬ 
vealed by the FBI. 

One of Kozachek's other 
nicknamesalso appearson 
a website that allowed us¬ 
ers to mine tokens for new 
weapons to use in the first- 
person shooter videogame 
"Counter Strike: Global Of¬ 
fensive"— providing a fla¬ 
vor of the hackers' extra¬ 
curricular interests 
The AP has also uncov¬ 
ered several social media 
profiles tied to another of 
Yermakov's indicted col¬ 
leagues — Lt. Aleksey Lu¬ 
ka shev, allegedly the man 
behind the successful 
phishing of the email ac¬ 
count belonging to Hillary 
Clinton's campaign chair¬ 
man, J ohn Podesta.Q 
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ThievessteaI Swedish royal jewels, escape by speedboat 



This image made available on Wednesday Aug. 1, 2018 by the 
Swedish Police, shows a collection of Swedish Crown jewels. 

Associated Press 


By JAN M. OLSEN 
BARRY HATTON 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — "Thievescarrying out 
a daring daytime robbery 
smashed a security case 
at a cathedral in Sweden 
and stole gold and jewel- 
encrusted crowns from the 
early 1600sbefore hopping 
on bicycles and escaping 
via a nearby lake, police 
said. 

"The two men pulled off the 
heist at Strangnas Cathe¬ 
dral at noon Tuesday and 
vanished aboard a speed¬ 
boat orjet skis into the vast 
patchwork of lakes around 
the city, located 60 kilome¬ 
ters (37 miles) west of the 
Swedish capital of Stock¬ 
holm, police said. 

"The stolen artifacts includ¬ 
ed a gold crown and an 


orb dating to 1611 that 
were made forking Karl IX's 
funeral, as well as a jewel- 
encrusted crown dating 
to 1625 that was used in 
Queen Kristina's funeral. 
"The items were on display 
at an exhibition, and visitors 
were inside the cathedral 
when they were ta ken. 

'The alarm went off when 
the burglars smashed the 
security glass and stole the 
artifacts," Catharina Frojd, 
a spokeswoman for the 
14th century cathedral, 
told "The Associated Press. 
Strangnas Cathedral said 
on its website that the sto¬ 
len pieces were kept "in 
accordance with the pre¬ 
vailing safety regulations 
in locked and alarmed dis¬ 
plays." It gave no further 
details 


Police sent out a helicop¬ 
ter and boat to hunt for 
the thieves but found noth¬ 
ing. Authorities said no one 
was hurt in the robbery but 
didn't provide further de- 
ta ils. 


Tom Rowell, a visitor who 
was eating lunch outside 
the Lutheran church, said 
he saw two men running 
from the cathedral toward 
a small nearby jetty where 
a motorboatwasmoored. 


'The two men hurriedly 
jumped on board and it 
sped off," Rowell said, add¬ 
ing that they "appeared 
non-Nordic." He didn't 
elaborate. 

However, police spokes¬ 
man Stefan Dangardt said 
"witnesses' testimonies var¬ 
ied quite a bit" and it was 
also possible the thieves es¬ 
caped on jet skis. 

The men used two stolen 
black bicycles equipped 
with baskets and a child's 
seat to race to the lake, 
Dangardtadded. 

On Wednesday, divers 
were looking for clues in 
and along the shores of 
Lake Malaren, Sweden's 
third-la rg est freshwater 
lake. Police said the thieves 
could have fled further on 
jet skis.Q 


fines for sex harassment on sheets approved in fiance 



In this Oct 29, 2017 file photo, a woman holds a banner that 
reads: 'Rape Culture' during a demonstration in Lyon, central 
Ranee. 

Associated Press 


By SYLVIE CORBET 
PARIS (AP) — French law¬ 
makers gave final pas¬ 
sage Wednesday to a bill 
that expands the criminal 
definition of child rape and 
outlaws sex harassment on 
the street, measures the 
government described 
as a signal of deep social 
change. 

The legislation approved 
in the lower house of the 
French parliament classifies 
relations between an adult 
and a child underage 15 
as rape resulting from an 
"abuse of vulnerability," if 
the victim lacked the abil¬ 
ity to consent. It would be 
up to a judge to determine 
whether or not a child was 
capable of giving sexual 
consent. 


The revision followed re¬ 
cent cases that provoked 
public outrage. In both 
cases, French courts ruled 
men who had sex with 
11-year-old girls could not 
be prosecuted forrape be¬ 
cause authorities could not 
prove there wascoercion. 
The bill also extends the 
statute of limitations for sex 
crimes, allowing prosecu¬ 
tion for 30 years instead of 
20 after a purported victim 
turns 18 years old. 

The new law also a Hows for 
fines of 90-750 euros ($105- 
$876) for gender-based 
harassment on streets and 
public transportation. It 
bans sexual or sexist com¬ 
ments and behavior that 
is degrading, humiliating, 
intimidating hostile or of¬ 


fensive. J unior minister for 
gender equality Marlene 
Schiappa said she is con¬ 
vinced the measure will act 
as a "deterrent." 

A video of a man striking a 
woman after she respond¬ 
ed to obscene sounds he 
made as she passed by 
him in Paris went viral in 
France this week. The Paris 
prosecutor has opened an 
investigation, but the man 
seen in the CCTV video has 
not been arrested. 

The bill also steps up sanc¬ 
tions for cybersta Iking and 
outlaws taking pictures or 
videos under someone's 
clothes without consent. 
The practice, known as 
"upskirting," will be punish¬ 
able by up to one year in 
prison and a fine of 15,000 


euros ($ 17,533.) 

President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron's government pushed 
for the changes in the leg¬ 


islation in the wake of the 
#MeToo movement and 
said they would take effect 
in September.Q 
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Deadly riots ioc kZmba bwe'sc a pita I asvote resultsdelayed 



pposition supporters gesture outside the Zimbabwe Sectoral Commission offices in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2018. 

Associated ness 


By CHRISTOPHERTORCHIA 
FARAI MUTSAKA 
HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — 

Soldiersand police fined live 
rounds, watercannonsand 
tear gas at furious protest¬ 
ers who threw rocks and 
burned vehicles Wednes¬ 
day in Zimbabwe's capital, 
dashing the optimism of 
an election that the coun¬ 
try hoped would set it on a 
new course after decades 
of Robert Mugabe's rule. At 
least three people were re¬ 
ported killed. 

Violence swept through 
central Harare after an of¬ 
ficial announcement that 
the ruling Z^NU-PF party 
had won most of the seats 
in Parliament, an outcome 
that enraged opposition 
supporters who believe 
they have been cheated 
of victory. 

The Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission's decision to 
delay announcing the re¬ 
sults of the presidential 
race at least until Thurs¬ 
day — three daysafterthe 
vote — seemed certain to 
bring more opposition an¬ 
ger if President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa is declared 
the winner. Alternatively, 
many Zimbabweans won¬ 
der whether the ruling es¬ 
tablishment, including the 
military, would accept a 
win forthe main opposition 
leader, Nelson Chamisa. 
Monday's upbeat spec¬ 
tacle of millions of Zimba¬ 
bweans voting peacefully 
was eclipsed 48 hours later 
byscenesoftanksand oth¬ 
er military vehicles speed¬ 
ing through debris-strewn 
streets and soldiers beat¬ 
ing protesters who had 
blocked main roads and 
set bonfires. Some joumal- 
istsalso were attacked. 
Gunfire was heard down¬ 
town throughout the after¬ 
noon, including near the 
ruling party headquarters 
where protesters had gath¬ 
ered. Police fired tear gas 
and grabbed more canis¬ 
ters from an officer carrying 
them in a crate. 

Three people were killed, 
state broadcasterZBC said. 
Associated Press journalists 
saw two bodies and anoth¬ 
er person who had been 
shot in the leg. There were 
pools and trails of blood on 
the streets. 


The riots surged up to the 
fence of the Rainbow Tow¬ 
ers Hotel & and Confer¬ 
ence Centre, where the 
electoral commission has 
been announcing results 
and many international 
election observersare stay¬ 
ing. Inside the main gate, 
a water cannon mounted 
on a police vehicle blast¬ 
ed protesters who hurled 
rocks that bounced off its 
armored plating. 

'They are trying to protest 
so they can get fair results," 
said Elisha Pfigu, a 31-year- 
old street vendor who wari¬ 
ly watched soldiers at an 
intersection. 

Pfigu said he was optimis¬ 
tic on election day forthe 
country's first vote without 
Mugabe, who ruled for 
nearly four decades, on 
the ballot. 

"Now it's different. It's totally 
different" he said. "People 
were happy on Monday. 
Now they are not happy. 
We are not going to rest." 
Authorities invoked Zimba¬ 
bwe's Public Orderand Se¬ 
curity Act, whic h a Hows po¬ 
lice to ban public meetings 
or gatherings. The police 
can also ask the military for 
help in cases of public dis¬ 


turbances. UnderMugabe, 
the law was used routinely 
to ban anti-govemment 
meetings and demonstra¬ 
tions since its enactment in 
2002 . 

Mnangagwa, a former 
deputy president who suc¬ 
ceeded Mugabe after a 
military takeover in Novem¬ 
ber, blamed the opposition 
forthe violence and said it 
was "meant to disrupt the 
electoral process,"the state 
broadcaster reported. 

The opposition, in turn, said 
security forces acted in a 
"disproportionate and un¬ 
justified" way, and it ques¬ 
tioned why the military had 
been deployed. 

"Are we in war? Are civilians 
the enemy of the state?" 
said Nkululeko Sibanda, 
spokesman for the Move¬ 
ment for Democratic 
Change, the main opposi¬ 
tion party. 

United Nations deputy 
spokesman Farhan Haq 
appealed to Zimbabwe 'to 
exercise restraint and reject 
any form of violence while 
awaiting resolution of the 
disputes and announce¬ 
ment of the election re¬ 
sults" 

International monitorsgave 


their first a ssessments of the 
election, saying it was con¬ 
ducted in a relatively free 
environment and was a 
big improvement over past 
votes marred by violence 
and irregularities, although 
they noted significant 
problems 

European Union observers 
said "a truly level playing 
field was not achieved" 
in the election, pointing 
out the "misuse of state re¬ 
sources, instances of coer¬ 
cion and intimidation, par¬ 
tisan behavior by tradition¬ 
al leaders and overt bias in 
state media." 

Elmar Brok, head of the EU 
observer mission, said there 
were "many shortcomings" 
in the election, but it was 
unclear whether they influ¬ 
enced the results 
The opposition alleged ir¬ 
regularities, saying results 
were not posted outside 
one-fifth of polling stations 
as required by law. MDC 
leader Chamisa has said 
outright that his own count 
shows he won the elec¬ 
tion, drawing government 
accusations of inciting vio¬ 
lence. 

Afterfirst indicating it would 
release presidential vote 


totals on Wednesday, the 
electoral commission said 
it would wait until Thursday, 
adding that agents for the 
more than 20 candidates 
must verify them first. 

'The more the presidential 
vote is delayed, the more 
it calls into question the 
population's confidence in 
the election process," said 
former Uberian leader Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, the lead 
observer of a U.S. monitor¬ 
ing mission. 

While the electoral com¬ 
mission legally hasfive days 
from the end of the elec¬ 
tion to announce results, 
Western observer groups 
urged the release of the 
presidential results as soon 
as possible. The EU mission 
questioned why presiden¬ 
tial votes were counted 
first but were being an¬ 
nounced last. 

Many Zimbabweans 

looked to the vote as a 
launching pad fora return 
to the kind of international 
acceptance and relative 
prosperity that the country 
enjoyed in the first part of 
the rule of Mugabe, who 
took office after indepen¬ 
dence from white minority 
rule in 1980. 

But the violence in Harare 
seemed to put those aspi¬ 
rations on hold. It was the 
first time the military was 
back in the streets since 
Mugabe's ouster — at that 
time, they were welcomed 
by residents as liberators. 
O n Wed nesd a y, they c a me 
to enforce a crackdown. 
At Harare's Parirenyatwa 
Hospital, a family wept in 
an emergency room where 
a man who had been fa¬ 
tally shot lay on a stretcher. 
At one point, the relatives 
blocked hospital staff from 
wheeling the body to the 
mortuary and demanded 
a police explanation; a 
plainclothes officer said 
they could return Thursday 
to pick up the body aftera 
police investigation. 

Jack Mufambi, a resident 
walking nearthe ruling par¬ 
ty headquarters, said he 
was scared to go outdoors 
on Thursday. He said he had 
seen the body of someone 
cut down by gunfire. 

"His eyes were open," 
Mufambi said. "He was 
dead.'O 
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super saver day 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM & SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 



2>5pm $45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SET SAIL 

5:30-7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 


Hun Sen plays handball to keep hisgiip on Cambodia 



In this Sunday, J uly 29, 2018, file photo, Cambodian Rime Minister Hun Sen casting his ballot ata 
polling station inlakhmua in Kandal province, Cambodia. 

Associated Press 


By GRANT PECK 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Deter¬ 
mined to extend his33years 
as Cambodia's strongman 
ruler, Prime Minister Hun 
Sen wasnotaboutto letan 
election derail what he be¬ 
lieves is his destiny. 

Ihe 65-year-old leaderhad 
declared he intendsto stay 
in office for 10 more years, 
and Sunday's genera I elec¬ 
tion victory by his Cambo¬ 
dian People's Party should 
get him halfway to that 
goal. 

Ihe walkover win was a 
foregone conclusion, with 
the government-influ¬ 
enced courts having dis¬ 
solved the only credible 
opposition party last year. 

In his first public appear¬ 
ance since the election, 
Hun Sen shook hands and 
posed forpicturesWednes¬ 
day while inaugurating 
a new ferry service be¬ 
tween Phnom Penh and a 
nearby town. Speaking to 
reporters, he hailed what 
he called his government's 
achievement of establish¬ 
ing "democracy and the 
processof peace." 

Chalk up another success 
for Asia's most durable 
leader and the politics of 
guile and ruthlessness. 

"Hun Sen is a bom survivor," 
said Sebastian Strangio, au¬ 
thor of a 2014 biography. 
"He hasbeen in powernow 
for more than half his life. 
He is somebody who ap¬ 
parently has very few hob¬ 
bies He spends most of his 
time in the weighing and 
accumulation of power." 

He came from humble 
roots in the provinces. In 
the 1970s he joined Pol Pot's 
Khmer Rouge as it battled 
to seize power. He lost his 


left eye in the final battle 
forPhnom Penh in 1975. But 
when a seriesof purges put 
his own life at risk he fled to 
Vietnam, returning to help 
oust his former comrades in 
1979. 

He rose quickly. By his late 
twenties he was installed as 
foreign minister by occupy¬ 
ing Vietnamese forces, and 
in 1985, prime minister in a 
single-party communist re¬ 
gime. 

When he lost a 1993 U.N.- 
supervised election to bring 
in multiparty democracy, 
he threatened war unless 
he was given a share of 
power. He got hisway. 

The arrangement of having 
two prime ministers proved 
unworkable. The partner¬ 
ship was broken up in 1997 
by what some termed a 
coup by Hun Sen, whose 
forces co-opted, chased 
into exile or murdered his 
opponentsaftera few days 


of bloody fighting in and 
around the capital. 

With the levers of state 
power again solely in his 
hands, Hun Sen began to 
master electoral democ¬ 
racy with Machiavellian 
skill. His party employed 
violence on occasion, but 
tactics such as divide and 
conquer ultimately proved 
more rewarding. 

Asstrong economic growth 
buoyed hiscontrol, Hun Sen 
began to assume the man¬ 
tle of statesman and pre¬ 
pared his sons — appoint¬ 
ed to important military 
positions — to be his politi¬ 
cal successors. A daughter 
controls the country's most 
important private television 
station. 

Widespread land grabbing 
by Cambodian cronies 
and foreign investors trig¬ 
gered a tide of popular re¬ 
sentment and occasional 
violent resistance as the 


2013 election approached. 
Heightened expectations 
among educated city 
dwellers included a desire 
fora freer society. 

That election's results put 
the opposition Cambodian 
National Rescue Party with¬ 
in striking distance of pow¬ 
er, winning 55 seats in the 
National Assembly against 
the CPP's 68, and 44 per¬ 
cent of the popularvote to 
the CPP's48 percent. 

It was a wake-up call for 
Hun Sen, particularly asop- 
position supporters took to 
the streets to backtheirde- 
mand fora fairer share of 
power. 

After buying time with 
largely symbolic conces¬ 
sions, a methodical cam¬ 
paign was launched to 
break the back of the op¬ 
position. 

It included the beating of 
two CNRP lawmakers by 
an organized mob out¬ 


side parliament, but relied 
mostly on the country's 
tamed courts, mounting le¬ 
gal cases against the gov¬ 
ernment's foes to sideline 
them. 

The CNRP's two lead¬ 
ers were forced to stay 
abroad because of an old 
defamation conviction, 
and jailed pending trial for 
treason. The far-fetched al¬ 
legation of plotting regime 
change with the backing 
ofthe United Stateswasthe 
basisfordissolving theirpar- 
ty, banning more than 100 
of its leaders from political 
activity for five years, and 
forcing out party members 
from national and local po¬ 
litical offices A crackdown 
on the media silenced oth- 
ercritical voices 
Itwasno more Mr. Nice Guy 
for Hun Sen, who had taken 
to projecting an avuncular 
image, especially on his 
Facebook page where he 
likesto postselfiesof himself 
with other nation's leaders. 
"The opposition showed 
its strength again in local 
electionslastyear,and Hun 
Sen lashed out at hiscritics. 
'Your tongue is the reason 
for war. If you still make 
insults and threats to kill, 
you have to prepare your 
coffin," he said, accord¬ 
ing to the Cambodia Daily 
newspaper, since forced 
to close. 'To protect the 
peace for millions of peo¬ 
ple, if necessary, 100or200 
must be eliminated. Please 
listen carefully. ... Who¬ 
ever intends to undermine 
peace will receive what 
you deserve." Although the 
sharp critic isms he referred 
to were mostly from ran¬ 
dom social media postings, 
he pinned the blame on 
leaders of the CNRP.Q 
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Argentine doctors protest legal abortion ahead of key vote 



In thisJuly 15,2018 photo, a medical doctor holds a small plastic doll shaped like a fetus while 
chanting: "I'm a doctor, nota muiderer," during protest against efforts to legalize abortion, in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Associated Press 


By ALMUDENA CALATRAVA 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES Argentina 
(AP) — A campaign to ex¬ 
pand legal abortions in the 
homeland of Pope Francis 
is bitterly dividing Argen¬ 
tines — and increasingly 
even the profession that 
would be asked to carry 
them out. 

Hundreds of physicians 
have staged anti-abortion 
protests as an abortion 
rights bill moves toward 
a vote in the Senate next 
week. Some have demon¬ 
strated while carrying fetus¬ 
shaped dolls and waving 
signs saying: "I'm a doctor, 
not a murderer." At one 
recent protest, they laid 
white medical coatson the 
ground outside the presi¬ 
dential palace. 

While the Doctors for Life 
activist group claimsabout 
1,000 members — only a 
small fraction of the coun¬ 
try's physicians — its pro¬ 
tests a re feeding a debate 
in the profession asa whole 
about the move to legal¬ 
ize elective abortions in the 
first 14 weeks of pregnancy. 
Leaders of the prestigious 
Argentina Medical Soci¬ 
ety have endorsed the bill, 


which has already passed 
the lower house of Con¬ 
gress. Ihey said it would 
help reduce deathsamong 
the estimated 400,000 to 
500,000 women who now 
receive clandestine abor¬ 
tions each year. 

But the equally august 
Academy of Medicine ve¬ 
hemently rejects the legis¬ 


lation. The academy issued 
a statement that human 
life begins at conception 
and 'to destroy a human 
embryo means impeding 
the birth of a human be¬ 
ing." 

"Nothing good can come 
when society chooses 
death asa solution,"itsaid. 
An association of medical 


birth control specialists is¬ 
sued a strong statement in 
favor of the proposed law. 
Officials at about 300 pri¬ 
vate hospitals and medical 
facilities have denounced 
it. 

'The defense of life is at the 
very foundation of our insti¬ 
tution," said Ernesto Beruti, 
chief of obstetrics at the 


Austral University Hospital, 
which is linked to the con¬ 
servative Catholic Opus 
Dei movement. 'We see 
evermore doctors joining" 
the protests 

Argentina now allowsabor- 
tion only in casesof rape or 
risks to a woman's health. 
But advocates say doctors 
and judges often continue 
to block legal abortions Il¬ 
legal abortions can lead to 
four years in prison for the 
woman and doctoralike. 
The measure only narrowly 
passed in the Chamber of 
Deputies on June 14 after 
a long campaign by hun¬ 
dreds of feminist and hu¬ 
man rights groups Its ad¬ 
vance appears to have 
galvanized opponents, reli- 
giousand otherwise, to mo¬ 
bilize public protestsahead 
of a Senate vote tentative¬ 
ly set for Aug. 8. President 
Mauricio Macri has said 
he will sign the measure if 
it passes, despite opposing 
abortion. 

Pope Francis this year de¬ 
nounced abortion as the 
"white glove" equivalent 
of the Nazi-era eugenics 
program and urged fami¬ 
lies'to accept the children 
that God givesthem. 


Survivor says Mexico plane hitbuistof hail before crash 





In this photo, Red C ross workers a nd rescue wotkeiscany an injured person on a stretcher, 
as airline workers walk away from the site where an Aeiomexico airliner crashed in Durango, 
Mexico, Tuesday, J uly 31, 2018. 


By C HRISTOPHER SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
DURANGO, Mexico (AP) — 

A U.S. passenger a board a 
flight that crashed on take¬ 
off in northern Mexico said 
Wednesday that a strong 
burst of wind and hail hit the 
Aeromexico jetliner, appar¬ 
ently knocking it back to 
ground, where there were 
only moments to evacuate 
before it burned. 

Alberto Herrera, a 35-year- 
old webpage engineer 
from Chicago, described 
the terrifying moments 
when the plane briefly 
became airborne before 
smacking belly-down onto 
a field beyond the edge of 
the runway. 

'You start gaining speed 
and as soon as you start 
taking off all of the sudden 
the plane starts struggling 
and it's getting hit with hail," 
said Herrera, who was visit¬ 
ing the city of Durango for 
the baptism of his cousin's 


baby. 

'The higher up we went 
into the storm the heavier 
the hail got and more wind 


got to us," he recounted 
from his hotel room. 'Then 
all of a sudden the plane 
starts rocking and it starts 


Associated Press 

seriously, seriously moving 
around and then hitting the 
ground." 

The fire around the wings 


eliminated the possibility of 
using wing exits, so Herrera 
said he moved toward a 
back exit and started help¬ 
ing other people leave the 
craft. Many walked to the 
end of the runway to wait 
foremergency vehic les 
Durango state Gov. Jose 
Aispuro said all 99 passen¬ 
gers and four crewmem¬ 
bers made it off the plane, 
but the pilot was severely 
injured. 

About 49 people were hos¬ 
pitalized with injuries Some 
people had bums on a 
quarter of their bodies, said 
Durango state Health Min¬ 
istry spokesman Fernando 
Ros. 

Aispuro said all were ex¬ 
pected to live. 

An Illinois priest was on the 
plane. The Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
said the Rev. Esequiel San¬ 
chez suffered some injuries, 
butwasalertand resting.Q 
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Aruba Symphony Festival 2018 Bids on a high Note 



ORANJ ES1AD —1b open the closing conceit; 
Aruba Symphony Festival surprised the large 
audience with an emotional rendition of the 
Aruban national anthem sung by the local 
choir ARS NOVA directed by Mrs. Mayra Kock- 
Garrido and accompanied by the Aruba Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra consisting of almost seventy 
students underthe direction of Simon Gollo. The 
well known Aruban musician, Franklin Grana- 
dillo had arranged the music for the choirand 
orchestra. 

The main event for the evening was Mendels¬ 
sohn's Violin Concerto in E Minor op.64 by the 
internationally acclaimed J apanese violinist Ka- 
zuhiro Takagi who played the complete piece 
from memory. Maestro Takagi showed again 
why he is the concertmaster of four orchestras 
on three continents. The deafening applause 
he received inspired him to reprise with a piece 
that is not widely known, but gave him an op¬ 
portunity to show his immense dexterity on the 
violin. 

The final programmed piece was Mendels¬ 
sohn's Symphony No. 4 in A Major. Op. 90 which 
the orchestra played masterly. The director Si¬ 
mon Gollo squeezed all he could outofthe mu¬ 
sic students and they responded beautifully. At 
the end everybody felt content and happy. 

But Aruba Symphony Festival had yet another 
pleasant surprise. With Aruba's musical icon 
Padu del Caribe present, Aruba Symphony 
played, and Ars Nova sang, Padu's beloved 
waltz "Abo So". For the interpretation of this 
number Simon Gollo passed the director's ba¬ 
ton to the popularVenezuelan musician, J esus 
David Medina who had prepared the arrange¬ 
ment for choir and orchestra. Several people 
could not resist and sang along. 

For many it was a pleasure to see our Minister 
of Culture, Mrs Xiomara Ruiz-Maduno and our 
temporary Governor Mrs. Yvonne Lacle-Dirksz, 
two persons who have been enthusiastic sup¬ 
porters of the Festival, climb the stage to con¬ 
gratulate the musicians and chat with mem¬ 


bers of the board of Aruba Symphony Festival. 
Forthe young musiciansitwasan unforgettable 
experience. Only in Aruba! 

Aruba Symphony Festival 2018 Is now history. 
The public 'sunanimousopinion is that this year's 
festival was better artistically than the previous 


three. It certainly attracted more people and 
the public responded generously with dona¬ 
tions. This is important because presenting a 
festival of quality like the Aruba Symphony Fes¬ 
tival iscostly. If Aruba wants to continue asthe 
venue forthe Festival, it must get strong support 
from all of us O 
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lake a culinary journey to India during CHASKA pop-up 



ORANJ ESHAD — Renaissance Aruba is ready for 
another pop-up restaurant and we are sure you 
are too! The next pop-up edition #2 of CHASKA. As 
all indian food lovers know recepies of India ate 
characterised for their spicy ingredients. VUHh the 
different pop-up restaurants of Renaissance Aruba 
you will experience a culinary journey without 
having to leave Aruba. 

During CHASKA you will enjoy exquisites dishes 
from Mumbai, Bananas and New Delhi- 3 of the 
most visited culinary cities in India. CHASKA will 
be acccentuated with music by a DJ but guests 
can also ask for Mehendi music. A complete 
unforgettable experience and to accompany this 
culinary ambience there will be indian dancers 
too. 

The Renaissance Aruba chefswill bring the essence 
of India during CHASKA. The pop-up event will take 
place at the building where La Linda used to be 
in the mainstreet on August 3 & 4. CHASKA will be 
o pen forlunc hand dinner-from 12 pm till 10 PM. You 
can expect dishes such as Chicken Tikka Masala, 
Dal Makhani, Goa Fish Curry, Briyani (rice) and 
shrimps. Top off the lunch ordinnerwith something 
different and sweet, choose a desert purely from 
India such asSahi Tukda, Matka Kulfi, Gulab jamun 
with icecream. If you are looking for small bitesyou 
will have choices of Vegetarian Pa koras, Amritsari 
Fish, Pav Bhaji and much more. These will also be 
available as appetizers. At the end of your lunch 
ordinneryou will receive a delicious Masala Chai. 
India has always stand out for its ingredients and 
nowadays continue to be on top of the list for it 
richness in flavor. For more infomation please call 
Renaisanee Navigator at 523.6115 or visit their 
Facebook page Renaissance Aruba/events for 
the menu of CHASKA- Indian Pop Up. □ 


G ib ntlhomton is expanding its pie sene e in the C a ribbea n Reg ion 


O RANJ ESTAD - As of August 1st G rant Thornton 
officially announce its global expansion in the 
Dutch Caribbean region with offices in Aruba, 
Cuiacao, Bonaire y Sint Maarten. 

With this rebranding Grand Thornton will have a 
total coverage in the Dutch Caribbean which 
includes Saba, St. Eustatiusand Suriname. The 
office of Grand Thornton Aruba will be led by 
the pa rtnersEdsel Lopez and HansRuiter. 

This expansion gives Grant Thornton who has 
already a considerable strength and solid 
presence in 13 offices across the region. The 
Dutch Caribbean isa strategically important 
market with significant commercial flow into 
the United States as well as the Netherlands 
making this region the biggest consumer 
market in Europe. 

This rebranding means that the former PWC 
firm has become the largest firm in the 
CaribbeanforG rant Thornton. Grand Thornton 
Dutch Caribbean consists of 5 partners and a 
total of 160 staff across its four offices Grand 
Thornton iswell known asthe market leaderin 
the Dutch Caribbean offering a wide variety 
of servicesto clients in all sectors O 
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Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 



mimBBM 


Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1 pm! 

S6 for 4-Cord BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

$1,000 in 
Cash Prizes 

Additional S500 Cash Prize in oar Monlhty Early Bird 
Drawing when you publicise your cord before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe i Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Tenter Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


* / * .V y&V- V' ;‘V 

_ Open daily 10am ta 4am | JJE. Irausquin Blvd #47 , 

CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 I casinaalhambra.com 


Aruba's loyal & friendly visitors. 


PALM BEACH — Recently, Ms. Da Mine & de 
C uba of Aruba Tourism Authority had the gieat 
pleasure to honor Loyal and Friendly visitors of 
Aruba as Ambassadors. The symbolic honor¬ 
ary title is presented on behalf of the Minister 
of Tburism, Transportation, as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to the guests who visit Aiuba be¬ 
tween 10-20and more consecutive years. 

The honoreeswene: 

Mr. Nat & Mrs. Karen Greenfield from Munde¬ 
lein lllinoisand Mr. Darryl M. & Mrs.J oan Inman 
from Brooklyn New York and whom brought 
with them their niece Jasmine Ciena banks 
who graduated recently. For Jasmine it was 




herfirst visit to Aruba. 

Ms. Darline de Cuba representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together with Ms Jenny 
Boekhoudt member of Marriott Surf Club be¬ 
stowed the certificates to the Ambassadors 
and handed oversome presentsto the honor- 
eesand thanked them forchoosing Aruba as 
their vacation destination and as their home 
a way from home for so many years 

"The ho no rees stated that the reason for con¬ 
tinuously coming to Aruba was the warm in¬ 
viting sun, the gracious treatment from every¬ 
one, the Sea & the lovely weather. □ 
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FRIDAY AUGUST 3™ 

at 8pm 


PROGRESSIVE IS OVER 

AFL 91.000,- 

WIN UP TO AFl 5,500,- IN PRIZES 

Full <ord Starts at AFL 3600,- CASH! - S9/AFL1 i,-/Bingo Cord 

9 Games plus lb Power bo II, Increase your chances la win IX PROGRESSIVE POWERBAL 
Buy 4 Bingo Cards Receive ihe 5th for FREE, Buy a sta mpJorS^^oubMJpftur Prizes. 
Raffles, LIVE Enlertainmenf, Snacks and MORE 


T R 0[ P 

CLUB & CASINO 
{ '.TROPICANA 

\ ARUBA RESORT CASINO 

l\ ,TA 

MuSS be IS ta pEdp. Play fKpdniibly. 
www.gdntbltfSttfiartyTTidLA.org 


JJt IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 248, ARUBA, DUTCH CARIBBEAN [ TROPARUBA.COM | (297} 527-9160 1 LOCATED AT THE TROPICANA ARUBA RESORT & CASINO 


Binds of A tuba 


Brown Pelican 

A very large, dark-bodied 
bird, unmistakable with its long 
bill and gular pouch. Watch 
for them sitting on pilings and 
zooming along the beach 
in front of your resort. You'll 
probably see them feeding, 
too, plunging into the sea 
from the air, then rising with 
their pouch full of sea water 
and, if successful, fish. Non¬ 
breeding plumage shows a 
white neck, and immatures 
are all dark with a white belly. 




Troupial 

Certainly one of most 
striking of Aruba's native 
birds, the Troupial is a 
large oriole with sharply 
contrasting bright orange 
and black pattern, with 
bright blue around the eye 
and at the base of the bill. 
Ihe Troupial's loud, piping 
song is thrilling to hear. 
Troupials make stops at 
some of the resorts to look 
for food but they often 
typically don't stay for 
long. Take a trip to the hills 
of Arikok National Park to 
make sure you don't leave 
the island without a look 
and a listen to this special 
bird. 


Blue-tailed Emerald- Blenchi 

One of two hummingbird 
speciesthatoccursregula rly 
on the island, and the most 
common and widespread 
of the two. You'll undoubt¬ 
edly see a few individuals 
of this species around your 
resort, frequenting bloom¬ 
ing ornamental plantings. A 
good,close lookwillreveala 
green that is brilliant, almost 
metallic. Males a re all green 
with a rather short, dark 
blue tail that often appears 
black. Females and imma¬ 
tures have green backsand 
whitish underparts. 



Burrowing Owl- Shoco 

"The Burrowing Owl is a buffy- 
colored, long-legged owl with 
large, yellow eyes. This diuma I 
species can be seen sitting 
in open areas in small family 
groups, apparently unphased 
by the hot afternoon sun. Bur¬ 
rowing Owls are much loved 
by the native islanders and 
appear on Aruba's currency 
and postal stamps. Sadly, their 
populationsseem to have de¬ 
clined greatly. 


Caribbean Raiakeet- FYikichi 

As recently as 10 yearago, visitors to 
Aruba could delight at seeing flocks 
of native, wild parakeets roaming 
the countryside, sometimes coming 
near some of the resorts that main¬ 
tain native vegetation. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, this bird has experience steep 
declines in recent years, apparently 
due to introduced boas Although 
efforts are underway to eradicate 
the snake, such a task is proving dif¬ 
ficult. 

To try and locate Brown-throated 
Parakeets, listen to their loud, rau¬ 
cous shrieks. The birds may appear 
green at first glimpse, but a closer 
view will reveal the beautiful bluish 
colors in the wings, the yellow under 
the tail, and the yellowish eye ring. 
Bindsfrom Aruba are described asa 
distinct subspecies and are drabber 
than the subspecies from Curasao 
and Bonaire, which have brighter 
yellow on the face and throat. 

A lively little bind with blackish back and head, 
white stripe above the eye, and bright yellow 
belly. Bananaquits may remind visitors from the 
eastern U.S. of the familiar and beloved back¬ 
yard bind, the chickadee, which iswhy we fondly 
referto the Banana quit as the "chickadee of the 
Caribbean." The locals call them chibichibi (in 
Dutch, zuiker diefje), and when you hear them, 
you'll know why. They are common throughout 
the island including around hotelsand if possible, 
may arrive at your breakfast table to sip juice orsample the jelly orsyrup. They 
can be drawn to the balcony of your room by setting out fresh fruit or juice in a 
shallow bowl ordish. The buzzy song, repeated all day, soon becomesfamiliar 
and delightful background "noise" on Aruba. O 




Bananaquits-Baric a Geel 
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Johanna Konta, from Britain, 
reacts after defeating Serena 
Williams, of the United States, 
during the Mubadala Silicon 
Valley Classic tennis tourna¬ 
ment in San Jose, Calif., Tues¬ 
day, J uly 31, 2018. Konta won 
6 - 1 , 6 - 0 . 

Associated Press 


loses in 


most 
lopsided 
defeat 
of career 

By JANIE McCAULEY 

AP Sports Writer 

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 

Serena Williams walked off 
the court offering waves 
to a supportive Bay Area 
crowd that certainly didn't 
expect to see the 23-time 
Grand Slam champion's 
early exit. 

In the most lopsided de¬ 
feat of hercareer, Williams' 
disappointing night ended 
in less than an hourasshe 
lost her opening match 
of the Mubadala Silicon 
Valley Classic on Tuesday 
night to Johanna Konta, 
6 - 1 , 6 - 0 . 

When the 52-minute 
match ended on Williams' 
forehand into the net, she 
quickly grabbed her gear 
and headed off the court. 

Continued on Next Ffcge 
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New York Yankees' Masahiro Tanaka,of Japan, delivers a pitch during the first inning of a baseball game against the Baltimore 
Orioles Tuesday, J uly 31, 2018, in New Yoik. 

Associated Press 
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3-time major champ Wawrinka out in 1st round at Washington 



Stan Wawrinka, of Switzerland, returns to Donald Young, of the United States, during the first round 
of the C Hi Open tennis tournament Tuesday, July 31, 2018, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By HOWARD FENDR1C H 
AP Tennis VUHter 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sta n 

Wawrinka's surgically re¬ 
paired left knee is just fine. 
What's missing now for the 
three-time majorchampion 
ashe goesthrough a rough 
season is the self-belief that 
comeswith success. 
Wawrinka's latest quick exit 
came Tuesday night at the 
Citi Open, a 6-4, 6-7 (5), 
7-6 (3) loss against 234th- 
ranked qualifier Donald 
Young of the U.S. in the first 
round of the hard-court 
tournament. 

"I was missing a lot. Not feel¬ 
ing the way I wanted. I'm 
looking for confidence, for 
sure," said Wawrinka, who 
has been ranked No. 3 but 
is merely 198th at the mo¬ 
ment on account of a 6-11 
record in 2018 after two 
knee operations last year. 
"It's tough to not win a lot 
of matches Then you start 
to think too much on the 
court." 

This was Wawrinka's first 
match since bowing out of 
Wimbledon in the second 
round in earlyJ uly; his rank¬ 


ing is so low that he need¬ 
ed a wild-card entry just to 
get into qualifying for his 
next event, in Toronto. 

The only othertime Wawrin¬ 
ka entered the U.S. Open 
tuneup in Washington, in 
2010, he also lost his open¬ 
er. 

Right now, his issue is the 
doubtcan creep up atkey 
points in a match. 

"I feel I'm really close but, 


at the same time, really 
far. The positive right now is 
that physically, I'm feeling 
good.Tennis-wise, I'm prac¬ 
ticing well. I can put (in) a 
lot of work on the court," 
said Wawrinka, who has 
won the U.S. Open, Aus¬ 
tralian Open and French 
Open once apiece. "I know 
a nd I'm sure I will get where 
I want to be. It's just tough. 
It's a long process and you 


have to accept (it)." 

He and Young, who came 
into the day with just a 
2-10 record this year, were 
supposed to play Mon¬ 
day night. But because of 
rain delays and a lengthy 
match before theirs, they 
only made it onto the court 
to warm up at 1 a.m., and 
then a downpour arrived, 
so the contest was post¬ 
poned. 


Wawrinka got broken in 
the first game Tuesday by 
dumping a forehand into 
the net; that turned out to 
be the match's only break. 
Wawrinka then was two 
points from losing at 5-3 in 
the second-set tiebreaker. 
But a series of miscues by 
Young, including a double¬ 
fault at 5-4, sent them to a 
third set. This time, Young 
held on, and he'll face 2014 
U.S. Open runner-up Kei Ni- 
shikori on Wednesday. 
"Fought a lot of nerves 
there, but I'm happy the 
end resultwasa 'W,"'Young 
said. "Closing matches is 
kind of like a skill you get 
from winning and I haven't 
done that — but I was able 
to do that." 

No. 1 seed and defend¬ 
ing champion Alexander 
2/e rev took the first set 
against Malekjaziri 6-2 in 
the main stadium's final 
match when play was sus¬ 
pended for the night after 
1 a.m. because of rain. 
They'll resume Wednesday. 
'This is always a place that 
I've wanted to win and I've 
always struggled here.Q 



Serena Williams* of the United Slates, reacts after missing a shot 
fiomjohanna Konta, of Britain, during the Mubadala Silicon Val¬ 
ley Classic tennis tournament in San J ose, Calif., Tuesday, J uly 
31, 2018. Konta won 6-1, 6-0. 

Associated Press 


SERENA 

Continued from Previous ftege 

She had never won only 
one game — she won her 
serve for the initial game 
Tuesday then not another. 
She got two games at the 
2014 WTA finals in Singa¬ 
pore, falling 6-0, 6-2 to Si¬ 
mona Halep. 

"I know I can play a zillion 
times better so that kind 
of helps out, too. I have so 
many things on my mind 
I don't have time to be 
shocked about a loss that 
clearly wasn't at my best 
right now," Williams said. 
'When I wasoutthere, was 
fighting. That's the only 
thing I can say, I wasn't 
just like giving it away and 
I was moving a lot better. 
So I'm just trying to ta ke the 
positives out of it." 

While Williams was encour¬ 
aged by her court cover¬ 
age, she hardly looked like 
herself on a cool summer 
evening. She double-fault¬ 
ed and landed drop shots 
in the net. Williams missed 
returns and sprayed her 
groundstrokes long and 
wide. 

Konta, who captured her 


first WTA title two years 
ago at Stanford, got on 
a roll with a quick first set 
and didn't take a chance 
in letting Williams get back 
in it. Konta closed the first 
game of the second with 
consecutive aces under 
100 mph. 

"I think she played well in 
the second set," Williams 
said. "I wasn't sharp at aII in 
the first set and I think she 
got confident and clearly 
ran away with it." 


The sixth-seeded Williams is 
a three-time champion in 
the Bay Area. This marked 
the fifth tournament for 
the 36-year-old Williams 
since giving birth to her 
daughter, Alexis Olympia, 
last September. It's her 
first tournament since her 
straight-set Wimbledon loss 
to Angelique Kerber. 
Williams shrugged in disbe¬ 
lief when things went well, 
and when they didn't. She 
gestured with her hand 


when the ball hit the low¬ 
est part of the net. 

Williams had moments of 
brilliant shot-making to win 
long rallies, then would 
put a drop shot into the 
net and sigh in disappoint¬ 
ment. 

The good shots were to be 
celebrated. 

She pumped her left arm 
and yelled "yes!" after win¬ 
ning the first point of the 
second game in the sec¬ 
ond. Williams then outlast¬ 
ed Konta for a long third 
point but was unable to 
hold serve. 

"It's difficult, I guess. It's not 
I guess, for sure," she said 
of trying to find that consis¬ 
tency again. 

Williams, wearing a long- 
sleeved red dress and 
headband and cheered 
by the pro-Williams crowd, 
lost her second service 
game in the initial set and 
Konta then held for 3-1 as 
Williams made unforced 
errors with her timing not 
quite consistently there 
on the serve and ground 
game. 

In the sixth g a me of the first 
set, Konta hit a 101 mph 


ace for ad then Williams 
got it back to deuce be¬ 
fore Konta held for5-1. 
Williams, a 23-time Grand 
Slam champion, returned 
to the Bay Area event for 
what is the former Stanford 
WTA stop that moved to 
San Jose State University 
for the first time. 

Big sisterVenusisalso play¬ 
ing here this week. 

From here, Serena Williams 
goes to Montreal next 
week as she received a 
wild card into the Rogers 
Cup. 

Following her loss in the 
Wimbledon final to An¬ 
gelique Kerber, Williams 
said she had proven to 
herself that she could still 
compete to win Grand 
Slams. 

Her next Grand Slam title 
would tie her with Marga¬ 
ret Court for the most with 
24. She already has the 
most major trophies in the 
professional era. 

Williams was treated for 
frightening blood clots af¬ 
terhaving herbaby. Atthe 
All England Club, she wore 
special compression leg- 
gingsasa precaution.^ 
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Trade tornado: Dozier, Arc her among 15 swaps on deadline day 



Washington Nationals' Bryce Haiper hugs and speaks to 
manager Dave Martinez before the team's baseball game 
againstthe New Yoik Mels at Nationals Raik, Tuesday, J uly 31, 
2018, in Washington. 


By BEN WALKER 
AP Baseball Witter 

For Brian Dozier, getting 
traded meant a dash to 
the airport and a long trip 
to Dodger Stadium. For 
Jake Diekman, it was a lot 
easier — he simply rode 
the bullpen cart from one 
clubhouse to the other at 
Chase Field. 

Chris Archer, Jonathan 
Sc hoop and a bunch of re¬ 
lievers moved on deadline 
day, a flurry of 15 swaps 
Tuesday before time ran 
out to make deals without 
waivers 

"Fhe tra d e ma rket ke pt sp in¬ 
ning at a dizzying pace. 
Every team except San 
Francisco made at least 
one deal since the All-Star 
Game, with Tampa Bay 
swinging seven. 

Archer, a two-time All- 
Star, hugged teammates 
at Tropicana Field before 
heading to Pittsburgh. He 
is 3-5 with a 4.31 EFtA in 17 
starts this season, and joins 
a Pirates club that has 


pushed back into the play¬ 
off race even after trad¬ 
ing away Gerrit Cole and 
Andrew McCutchen in the 
offseason. 

'They're super-hot right 
now, and they want me," 
Archer said. "I'm excited 
to be part of the organiza¬ 
tion that wants me, part of 
a rich baseball history, a 
hard-working community. I 
can'twaitto getthere." 

The Rays sent former All- 
Star catcher Ramos to NL 
East-leading Philadelphia, 
while Leonys Martin, Kevin 
Gausman and Cameron 
Maybin also switched sides 
as contenders tweaked 
their rosters. 

And why not? All but four 
National League teams 
began the day within 5 1/2 
games of a playoff spot. 
The American League is 
more spread out — division 
leaders Boston, Cleveland 
and Houston have been 
busy. 

Manny Machado, Cole 
Hamels, Sch Britton, Mike 


Moustakas and Ian Kin- 
sler were among the big 
names that moved earlier 
this month. 

Bryce Harper, Jacob de- 
Grom, J .T. Realmuto and 
McCutchen had been 
mentioned in trade specu¬ 
lation, but stayed put. 

"I think whenever you hear 
your name or see your 
name on stuff, you always 
wonder. But I think that's 
just the business side of the 
game," Harper said. "It's 
part of the game." 

One of Harper's teammates 
packed up. 

Exactly a yea rafter getting 
traded from Minnesota to 
Washington, reliever Bran¬ 
don Kintzler was part of 
anotherdeadline deal. This 
time, the Nationalssenthim 
to the NL Central-leading 
Chicago Cubs 
"I thought they were joking. 

I figured it's not April's Fools. 
They called me in, I said, 
'Am I traded?' They said 
yeah," Kintzler said. 

An All-Star last year, Kintzler 


turns34 on Wednesday. 
"Birthday again tomorrow, 
so I'm traveling on my birth¬ 
day again, so that's great. 
It is what it is," he said. 
Dozier had been a fixture 
in Minnesota's lineup for 
years. But the Twins dipped 
this season, and they sent 
the power-hitting second 
baseman to the NL West¬ 
leading Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers for infielder Logan For¬ 


sythe and two minorleagu- 
ers. 

Rather than starting at Tar¬ 
get Field in Minneapolis, 
the 31-year-old Dozier hus¬ 
tled to join his new club as 
it hosted Milwaukee. He's 
now part of a revamped 
infield for the defending NL 
West champion Dodgers, 
who added Machado two 
weeksago. 

Continued on Rage 22 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood, Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood"or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm (6-hour 
trips also available}.To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
(297J-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated In the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years} of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)-5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 
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Masahiio Tanaka throws six scoreless innings in Yankees' win 



New York Yankees’ Masahiio Tanaka, of Japan, deliveisa pitch during the first inning of a 
baseball game againstthe Baltimore Orioles Tuesday, J uly 31, 2018, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Masa- 
hino Tanaka pitched six 
scoreless innings to extend 
his unbeaten streak to 13 
starts, Miguel Andujar hit a 
three-run homer and New 
York beat Baltimore after 
the veteran-shedding Ori¬ 
oles dealt a way three more 
players. 

Coming off a three-hit shut¬ 
out of Tampa Bay, Tanaka 
found his command after 
a 31-pitch first inning and 
limited the Orioles to a pair 
of singles and a double. 
Tanaka (9-2) struck out 
eightand walked two, low¬ 
ering his ERA to 2.00overhis 
la st five sta rts. He is 7-0 in 13 
starts since an April 17 loss 
against Miami. 

Baltimore (32-75), coming 
off its first three-game win¬ 
ning streak since mid-May, 
traded infielder Jonathan 
Sc hoop to Milwaukee be¬ 
fore the game for infielder 
Jonathan Villarand a pair 
of prospects, and dealt 
pitchers Kevin Gausman 
and Darren O'Day to Atlan¬ 
ta for four prospects and 
$2.5 million in international 
signing bonus allotment. 
Yefry Ramirez (1-4), com¬ 
ing off his first big league 
win, a llowed a II six runs a nd 
lasted five innings. 

Aroldis Chapman struck 
out the side forthe second 
straight game and got his 
29th save in 30chances, his 
21st in a row. 

PHLLIES 3, RED SOX 1 
BOSTON (AP) — Jake Anie- 
ta struck out seven in seven 
strong inningsand Philadel¬ 
phia snapped a four-game 
slide. 

The Phillies earned a split in 
a two-game visit to Boston 
despite leaving 13 on base 
and going 1 for 8 with run¬ 
ners in scoring position. 
Arrieta (9-6) allowed only 
one run and six hits to finish 
J uly 4-0 in six starts Tommy 
Hunter pitched a perfect 
eighth and Seranthony 
Dominguez closed it out for 
his 11th save, although he 
did make it interesting by 
walking J .D. Martinez and 
hitting Xander Bogaerts 
with a pitch to open the 
ninth. 

Drew Pomera nz (1-5) threw 
five innings and held the 
Phillies to two runs and 
three hits, but hurt himself 


with four walks and two hit 
batters. 

INDIANS 6, TWINS 2 

MINNEAPOUS (AP) — Jose 
Ramirez and Edwin Encar- 
nacion combined to drive 
in five runs and Trevor Bau- 
ereamed his 10th win. 

One day after hitting a pair 
of ho mersa gainst the Twins, 
Ramirez's bat stayed hot at 
Target Field. He drove in 
a run with a double in the 
third inning and added an 
RBI single in the fifth as part 
of a three-hit night. 

Bauer (10-6) went 6 1/3 in¬ 
nings for Cleveland and 
gave up two runs on four 
hits. It was the first time all 
season Bauer issued more 
walks(4) than strikeouts(3). 
The Twins started Ehire Adri- 
anza at second base after 
trading Brian Dozier earlier 
in the day to the Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers. Dozier had 
spent seven seasons in Min¬ 
nesota. Ad rianza was hitless 
in two at-bats before being 
pinch hit for in the ninth. 
Kyle Gibson (5-8) gave up 
three runs on five hits in six 
innings to eam his second 
loss in his la st three sta rts. 
HGERS2, REDS1 
DETROIT (AP) — Matthew 
Boyd allowed four hits in 
eight scoreless innings, and 
Niko Goodrum homered in 
the fourth to lift Detroit. 
Homer Bailey (1-8) retired 


his first 11 batters before 
Goodrum wentdeep forhis 
10th home run of the year. 
The Tigers never gave up 
the lead. Boyd struck out 
seven and walked one be¬ 
fore being lifted after 105 
pitches. 

Shane Greene allowed a 
run in the ninth but held 
on for his 22nd save in 25 
chances. 

Boyd (6-9) won his second 
straight start after going 
seven in a row without a 
victory. 

RAYS 10, ANGELS 6 

ST PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 
— After making a series of 
trades just before the non¬ 
waiver trade deadline, 
Tampa Bay broke through 
with a seven-run inning and 
beat Los Angeles despite 
Mike Trout's30th home run. 
Trout's homer, which came 
off Ryan Yarbrough in the 
seventh inning, made him 
the second major leaguer 
to hit 30 home runs and 
steal 20 bases in a season 
three times before the age 
of 26. The only other player 
to do it was Willie Mays. 
Yarbrough (10-5) became 
the first rookie to win 10 
games this season despite 
giving up six runs on nine 
hits in five innings He took 
over in the second inning 
after Rays starter Ryne 
Sta nek pitched the first. 


Carlos Gomez had two of 
the Tampa Bay's six hits in a 
seven-run fourth inning off 
Angels starter Tyler Skaggs 
(8-7). That inning left the 
Rays with a 10-1 lead. 
ROYALS 4, WHITE SOX 2 
CHICAGO (AP) — Ryan 
O'Hearn hit a two-run hom¬ 
er in his major league de¬ 
but, helping Danny Duffy 
and Kansas City beat Chi¬ 
cago. 

Brett Phillips also hit a two- 
run shot for last-place 
Kansas City, which had 
dropped four of five. Duffy 
(7-9) pitched 5 2/3 score¬ 
less innings, rebounding 
nicely from a rocky start 
against Detroit. 

Matt Davidson hit a two- 
run shot in the seventh for 
his eighth homer against 
the Royals this season. But 
Tim Hill got one out, J ason 
Hammel worked a rocky 
eighth and Wily Peralta fin¬ 
ished for his sixth save. 
O'Heam bounced to first in 
hisfirstat-batinthe second. 
He came up again with 
one out and a runner on 
first in the fifth, and drove 
a 1-0 pitch from James 
Shields (4-13) over the wall 
in right. 

ASTROS 5, MARINERS 2 

SEATTLE (AP) — Evan Gat- 
tis hit a two-run home run 
to put Houston ahead, 
Josh Reddick capped it 


with a two-run shot in the 
ninth inning, and the Astros 
snapped a five-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

Gattis' 21st home run of the 
season came in the sixth off 
Seattle starter Mike Leake 
and snapped a 1-1 tie. 
Leake (8-7) left a breaking 
ball in the middle of the 
plate and Gattis clubbed it 
over the left field fence to 
p ut the A stro s in fro nt. 

Red dick greeted new Seat¬ 
tle reliever Sch Duke with 
a shot to deep right-center 
field in the ninth. It was the 
first home run allowed this 
season by Duke, who was 
acquired in a trade with 
Minnesota. 

Charlie Morton (12-2) gave 
up two runs and six hits 
while striking out eight in 
six innings. Hector Rondon 
pitched the ninth for his 
10th save. 

Leake allowed eight hits 
and struck out four. He al¬ 
lowed three earned runs or 
more forjustthe fourth time 
in his past 13 starts. 

A1HIOC S 6 , BLUE J AYS 2 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) 
— Khris Davis homered 
among his three hits and 
Matt Olson had two RBIsto 
lead Oakland. 

Mark Canha doubled 
twice and stole home and 
MarcusSemien added two 
hits 

Bob Melvin celebrated his 
600th win as manager of 
the A's— tied forthird-most 
in franchise history behind 
Connie Mack (3,582) and 
Tony LaRussa (798). 

Oakland moved within one 
game of Seattle for the 
second wild card. The A's 
are 29-10sineej une 16, the 
best record in baseball. 
Justin Smoak homered for 
Toronto, which has lost six 
of eig ht. 

Trevor Cahill (3-2) over¬ 
came an uneven night 
and allowed two runs in six 
innings. 

The right-hander has won 
consecutive starts for the 
first time since May 2017. 
Yusmeiro Petit, Jeurys Fa- 
milia and Blake Treinen re¬ 
tired three batters apiece 
to complete the six-hitter. 
Toronto starter Sam Gavi- 
glio (2-4) gave up five 
runs and eight hits in 2 2/3 
innings.O 
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Jeep Tear Sa/fr/'f 

Drive your own leen Wrangler or Kla Spoilage. or (be a passenger) through the Country side, 
explore Aruba's secret beaches Hut you would never on your own, we'll present Aruba's 
total topside history by Jeep with the Island's best guides pointing out the wav and stopping at the 
most iconic sites the Island has to otter, such as Indian Caves, national Park, baby Beach t 
more_opti Dual loin us rnr a nice Sailing & Snorieiing cruise alter ynurieep Tour. 

Visit ue at Casa del Mar, Plays Linda, Holiday Inn Concierge/lobby desk/ beach huts, HIU Hut between Antilla A 
Palace Hotel on the beach, nr at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Playa Linda Resort. 
For reservations call 587>2302 (Mon>Sun) Or booh online at: www.pelican-aruba.com 


Nationals set team 
scoring record, rout 
Reyes, Mets 25-4 



New York Mets shortstop Jose Reyes pitches in relief during the eighth inning of the team's 
baseball game againstthe Washington Nationals at Nationals Raik, Tuesday, J uly 31,2018, in 
Washington. Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In 

the highest-scoring game 
in franchise history, Daniel 
Murphy hit two early home 
runs and the Washington 
Nationals kept pouring it on 
aga inst emergency reliever 
Jose Reyes and the New 
York Mets in a 25-4 rout 
Tuesday night. 

Trea Turner, who apolo¬ 
gized before the game to 
his teammates for homo- 
phobic and racially insen¬ 
sitive tweets he sent sev¬ 
eral yea rs ago, had four of 
Washington's 26 hits. Pitch¬ 
er Tanner Roark (5-12) hit a 
three-run double during a 
seven-run first inning. 

The Nationals set the team 
scoring mark dating to their 
days as the Montreal Ex¬ 
pos in 1969. It was the Mets 1 
most-lopsided loss in their 
57-season history, worse 
than a 26-7 pounding by 
Philadelphia in 1985. 

Reyes made the first pitch¬ 
ing appearance of his ca¬ 
reer, and the 35-year-old 
infielder got tagged for 
home runs by Matt Adams 
and Mark Reynolds in a six- 
run eighth. Throwing a fast¬ 
ball in the mid-80smph and 
a curve in the upper 40s, 
Reyesgave up five hitsand 
walked two. 

Reyes also plunked Ryan 
2mmerman with a soft 
toss. After getting hit in the 
leg, 2mmerman playfully 
faked a charge toward the 
mound, drawing a laugh 
from Reyes, who wore one 
of ace Jacob deGrom's 
gloveson the mound. 

The game got so out of 
hand, Mets television an¬ 
nouncers Keith Hernandez, 
Ron Darling and Gary Co¬ 
hen took turns reading ver¬ 
batim from the team's me¬ 
dia guide in the late innings 


— the SNY network played 
the theme from "Master¬ 
piece Theatre" in the back¬ 
ground. 

Steven Matz (5-9) got only 
two outs and allowed sev¬ 
en runs in the shortest start 
of his career. 

PIRATES5, CUBS4 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Greg¬ 
ory Polanco hit his team¬ 
leading 19th home run, 
Francisco Cervelli added 
his 10th of the season and 
Pittsburgh finished off a 
frantic trade deadline day 
with a victory. 

Hours after trading for Tex¬ 
as closer Keone Kela and 
Tampa Bay starter Chris Ar¬ 
cher to give their postsea¬ 
son hopes a jolt, the Pirates 
won for the 16th time in 20 
games by getting to Jon 
Lester (12-4) in the middle 
inningsand holding on late. 
Polanco's solo homer in 
the eighth gave Pittsburgh 
a two-run cushion. The Pi¬ 
rates needed it after closer 
Felipe Vazquez gave up a 
single to pinch-hitter David 
Bote leading off the top of 
the ninth and Addison Rus¬ 
sell followed with a shot to 
the gap in right-center that 
scored Bote. 

Russell sped to third on 
the play and was initially 
ruled safe, but the call was 
overturned upon review. 
Vazquez retired the next 
two batters to pick up his 
24th save in 28 opportuni¬ 
ties. 

Jameson Taillon (8-8) al¬ 
lowed three runs on seven 
hits in 6 2/3 innings of work, 
his lone mistake an off- 
speed pitch to J avy Baez in 
the fourth that Baez turned 
into a three-run homerthat 
tied the game. 

BRAVES 11, MARLINS 6 
ATLANTA (AP) — Kolby Al¬ 
lard, supported by a 19-hit 


attack that included three 
home runs, won his major 
league debut. 

Kurt Suzuki hit a three-run 
double in Atlanta's five-run 
fourth. 

Ronald Acuna Jr. drove in 
two runs with three hits, in¬ 
cluding a leadoff homer 
in the first. Nick Markakis 
added a two-run homer 
and Johan Camargo also 
homered. 

Allard (1-0), a 2015 first- 
round draft pick, allowed 
five runs, four earned, on 
nine hits and two walks in 
five-plus innings. 

Luke J ackson pitched three 
perfect innings with four 
strikeouts 

Dan Straily (4-5) allowed 
eight runs, five earned, on 
11 hits in 3 2/3 innings 

GIANTS 3, PADRES 2, 10 IN¬ 
NINGS 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Crawford singled in 
the go-ahead run with two 
outs in the 10th inning and 
San Francisco got seven 
strong innings from rookie 
right-hander Dereck Rodri¬ 
guez to give San Diego its 
seve nth stra ig ht lo ss. 
Andrew McCutchen hom¬ 


ered for the Giants, who 
swept the two-game series 
and won their third straight 
game. 

Evan Longoria tripled lead¬ 
ing off the 10th against Phil 
Maton (0-2) and scored on 
C ra wfo rd's sing le to rig ht. 
Tony Watson (4-4) pitched 
a perfect ninth for the win, 
and Will Smith pitched the 
10th for his sixth save. 

ROC KIES 6, CARDINALS 3 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Charlie 
Blackmon and CariosGon- 
zalez each went deep, 
Jon Gray pitched into the 
eighth inning and Colora¬ 
do beat St. Louis 
Gray (9-7) struck out five 
over 7 1/3 innings, helping 
Colorado finish the month 
17-6. Gray allowed three 
runs, two earned, with four 
hits and two walks Wade 
Davis got his 31st save in 35 
opportunities with a 1-2-3 
ninth inning. 

C ha sen Shreve, making his 
firstappearance forSt. Lou¬ 
is since coming over in a 
J uly 28 trade with the Yan¬ 
kees gave up a double to 
Gerardo Parra. 

J ack Flaherty (4-6) pitched 
5 1/3 innings. 


DIAMONDBACKS 6, RANG¬ 
ERS 0 

PHOENIX (AP) — 2ackGod- 
ley matched a career high 
with 10 strikeouts, leading 
Arizona past Texas to move 
backatop the NLWest. 
Arizona (60-49) overtook 
the Dodgers (59-49) forfirst 
place when Los Angeles 
fell 1-0 to Milwaukee. "That 
came hours after the Dia¬ 
mondbacks added reliev¬ 
ers Brad 2egler and Jake 
Diekman via trades just 
ahead of the non-waiver 
deadline. 

Diekman was acquired 
from the Rangers and was 
driven from one clubhouse 
to anotherby Arizona'sbull¬ 
pen cart. 

God ley (12-6) allowed two 
hits. He struck out the lead- 
off batterin each of his sev¬ 
en innings 

Nick Ahmed hit a two-run 
double as part of a three- 
run fourth inning to give 
Godley more than enough 
support. 

Rangers starter Bartolo Co¬ 
lon (5-10) was knocked 
around for five runs and 
seven hits in five innings. □ 
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Ohio Slate's Meyer put on leave, investigation opened 



In this April 14, 2018, file photo, Ohio Setate coach Urban Meyer watches the NCAA college 
football team's spring game in Columbus, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
APCollege Football VUHter 

Ohio State placed football 
coach Urban Meyer on 
paid administrative leave 
Wednesday while it inves¬ 
tigates claims that his wife 
knew about allegations of 
domestic violence against 
an assistant coach years 
before he was fined last 
week. 

Courtney Smith gave an 
interview to Stadium and 
provided text messages 
to former ESPN reporter 
Brett McMurphy between 
her and Shelley Meyer in 
2015 and with the wives of 
other Buckeyes coaches 
Courtney Smith also pro¬ 
vided threatening texts 
she said came from herex- 
husband.formerOhio State 
a ssista nt 7a c h Smith. 
"Shelley said she was go¬ 
ing to have to tell Urban," 
Courtney Smith told Stadi¬ 
um. "I said: 'That'sfine, you 
should tell Urban.'" 

Sch Smith was fired last 
week after an Ohio court 
granted a domestic vio¬ 
lence protective order to 
Courtney Smith. 
HoursafterCourtney Smith's 
interview was posted on¬ 
line, Ohio State said it was 
conducting an investiga¬ 
tion into the allegationsand 
Meyer was being placed 
on leave. Offensive coordi- 
natorRyan Day will serve as 
acting head coach forthe 
Buckeyes, expected to be 
one of the top tea ms in the 


nation again this season. 
Ohio State's first preseason 
practice is scheduled for 
Friday. The season starts 
Sept, lwith a game against 
Oregon State in Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Meyer said in a statement 


he and athletic director 
Gene Smith agreed that his 
being on leave wasbestfor 
the investigation. 

'This allows the team to 
conduct training camp 
with minimal distraction. I 
eagerly lookforward to the 
resolution of this matter." 
Meyer said. 

Meyer is heading into his 
seventh season at Ohio 
State, where he is 73-8 with 
a national title in 2014 and 
two Big Ten Conference 
championships Shelley 
Meyer is a registered nurse 
and is employed as an in¬ 
structor at Ohio State. Both 
Meyer and his wife could 
be in violation of Title IX 
policy on reporting allega¬ 
tions of domestic violence 
against university employ¬ 
ees. 

Sch Smith was charged 
in May with misdemeanor 
criminal trespass. At the 
time of the charge, Sch 
Smith's attorney said Court¬ 
ney Smith had accused 
him of driving to her apart¬ 
ment after she to Id him they 
would meet elsewhere so 


he could drop off their son. 
Sch Smith pleaded not 
guilty last month. A hearing 
has been scheduled for Fri¬ 
day. 

Zbch Smith was also ac¬ 
cused of aggravated bat¬ 
tery on his then-pregnant 
wife in 2009 while he was 
a graduate assistant on 
Meyer's staff at Florida. 
The charge was dropped 
because of insufficient 
evidence. Urban Meyer 
brought Smith, the grand¬ 
son of late Buckeyescoach 
Earle Bruce, to Ohio State 
in 2012. Meyer worked for 
Bruce and considers him a 
mentor. 

Two police reports filed in 
2015 in Ohio's Powell Coun¬ 
ty, afterthe Smiths separat¬ 
ed in J une of that year, ac¬ 
cused 7ach Smith of abuse. 
Chargeswere neverfiled. 
At Big Ten media days, 
Meyer said he knew of the 
incident in 2009 and that 
he and Shelley Meyer ad¬ 
dressed it with the Smiths. 
He was also asked about 
the 2015 incident alleged 
by Courtney Smith. 


"I can't say it didn't happen 
because I wasn't there," he 
replied. "I was never told 
about anything and noth¬ 
ing ever came to light. I've 
never had a conversation 
about it. I know nothing 
about it. First I heard about 
that was last night. No, and 
I asked some people back 
at the office to call and say 
what happened and they 
came back and said they 
know nothing about it." 

The Smiths divorced in 2016. 
Meyer is one of the most 
successful coaches in col¬ 
lege football history, with 
three national champion¬ 
ships and an .851 winning 
percentage in 16 seasons 
at Bowling Green, Utah, 
Florida and now Ohio State, 
the team he grew up root¬ 
ing for in Northeast Ohio. 
Meyerwon national cham¬ 
pionships with Florida in 
2006 and '08, but his tea ms 
also had more than two 
dozen players get into 
trouble with the law. He re¬ 
signed twice at Florida, cit¬ 
ing health reasons First in 
2009 season afterthe Ga¬ 
tors lost the Southeastern 
Conference championship 
game while trying to re¬ 
peat as national champs 
He changed his mind soon 
after and coached an¬ 
other season. The Gators 
went 8-5 and this time he 
stepped downforgood. 
Meyer was out of coaching 
fora season, but was hired 
by Ohio State in November 
2011 to replace coach J im 
Tressel, who was fired be¬ 
fore that season for lying to 
the NCAA and university of 
about rules violation com¬ 
mitted by some of his play¬ 
ers 

Since returning to coach¬ 
ing, Meyer's program has 
been one ofthe mostdom- 
inant in college football 
and hisplayersand coach¬ 
es have mostly stayed out 
of major trouble. 

Meyer did face some criti¬ 
cism in 2013 for allowing 
running back Carlos Hyde 
to return to the team af¬ 
ter he was charged with 
striking a woman in a bar. 
The case was dropped by 
police when the woman 
chose notto pursue charg¬ 
es, but Hyde was suspend¬ 
ed three games by Ohio 
State.Q 


TRADE TORNADO 
Continued from Rage 19 

"Brian'sbrand here in Min¬ 
nesota, I don't know if 
you can get much better 
than that,"Twins manager 
Paul Molitor said. "Every¬ 
thing that he's done for 
the community and the 
way that he's played the 
game, he's set a great ex¬ 
ample for our young guys 
throughout, and you're 
going to miss a guy like 
that." 

The New York Mets had 
discussions about their 
talent-rich young pitch¬ 
ers, who include deGrom, 
Noah Syndergaard and 
Sck Wheeler. 

'We were not going to 
move those players unless 
it involved considerable 
talent coming back in our 


direction," assistant gen¬ 
eral manager John Ricco 
said. 

Diekman definitely was on 
the go. 

The 31-year-old lefty struck 
out two while pitching for 
Texas on Monday night in 
a win at Arizona. The Dia¬ 
mondbacks reacquired 
reliever Brad Ziegler from 
Miami early Tuesday, then 
boosted their bullpen by 
getting Diekman from the 
Rangers. 

Wanting to make Diek- 
man's move easy, the 
Diamondbacks offered 
the servicesof the bullpen 
cart used to ferry relievers 
into the game. 

'They asked and I was like, 
Yeah, I don't want to car¬ 
ry a II of my stuff,"' Diekma n 
said .□ 
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Long history at Firestone, 1 man who's seen itall 



Raul Lazo ran poses fora photo inside the golf locker room at the Rrestone County Club in Akion, 
Ohio on Aug. 4, 2010. 

Associated ness 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AKRON, Ohio (AP) — 

Deemed to be too young 
and too small for work, Paul 
Lazoran turned to walk 
away when the Firestone 
Country Club pro told him 
he could sit in a comer of 
the golf shop and clean 
clubsfor$2a day. 
Thatwasl951. Lazoran was 
9. And he never left. 

He was there in 1954 to 
watch Tommy Bolt win the 
Rubber City Open, the first 
tournament at Firestone. 
He was the caddie for Ar¬ 
nold Pa Imer, his hero, in the 
1964 World Series of Golf, 
and forGary Playerthe fol¬ 
lowing year when Player 
won the four-man exhi¬ 
bition and paid Lazoran 
$2,500, enough fora down 
payment on a house. 

He drank beers into the 
night with Nick Price when 
the 26-year-old from Zim¬ 
babwe won his first title in 
America. 
ligerWoods? 

Lazoran was there for all 
eig htof hisvictoriesat Fires¬ 
tone, and one standsout in 
particular. 

"I could hear the ball go¬ 
ing overthe roof," Lazoran, 
now 76, said Tuesday as 
he geared up for his 89th 
event at the 90-year-old 
club in northeast Ohio. "It 
crossed overthe roofdown 
to where we keep all the 
trash. One of the cooks 
there thought he found a 
golf ball." 

That was Josh Stuber, who 
was delivering a batch of 
crunchy cream pies when 
he stumbled acrossthe golf 
ball. Apparently not notic¬ 
ing 'TIGER" in small, block 
letters, he stuffed it in his 
pocket and drove off. Be¬ 


cause the clubhouse area 
was not out-of-bounds, 
Woods received a free 
drop, made bogey to end 
the second round and 
went on to win in a playoff. 
Woods returns to Firestone 
one lasttime.Thisisthe final 
edition of the Bridgestone 
Invitational because the 
World Golf Championship 
will have a new sponsor 
(FedEx) on a different golf 
course (TPC Southwind) in 
Memphis, Tennessee, next 
year. 

It will not be the end of golf 
at Firestone. 

Filling the void will be the 
Senior Players Champion¬ 
ship, which givesone ofthe 
five majorson the PGA Tour 
Champions a sense of sta¬ 
bility, if not nostalgia. 

There is deep history at Fire¬ 
stone, which hashosted the 
PGA Championship three 
times — J ac k Nic kla us won 


his 14th major in 1975 at 
Firestone — the RubberCity 
Open, the American Golf 
Classic, the CBS Golf Clas¬ 
sic and the World Series of 
Golf, which preceded the 
World Golf Championship. 

It has plenty of history. 
Lazoran has lived every bit 
of it. 

He went from cleaning 
clubs to selling sandwiches 
at the halfway house to 
working as a caddie. He 
was an assistant pro under 
Bobby Nichols and worked 
in the locker room forthree 
decades He retired from 
full-time work in 2010, but 
Lazoran still drops in for a 
few hourseach day during 
the tournament to work in 
the golf shop. 

He feels no sense of de¬ 
spair that Firestone is losing 
the world's best players, re¬ 
placed by the world's best 
players50and older. 


"I've been there for 67 
years, and the area has 
always supported golf," he 
said. 

His favorite memory was 
working for Player because 
they won, and for Palmer 
because he was the King. 
"He was my idol," Lazoran 
said. "I wasa nervouswreck 
on the first tee. I could feel 
my handsshaking. I'm cad¬ 
dying for the King. And he 
looked over at me and 
said, 'I'm nervous enough 
forthe two of us.J ust relax.'" 
Firestone often served as 
an introduction for inter¬ 
national stars to an Ameri¬ 
can audience, whether it 
was Jose Maria Olazabal 
in 1990 when he won by 12 
shots, or Price winning by 
four shots over Nic kla us. 
"Nick Price, when he won 
the tournament, he looked 
over at me and said, 'I'm 
from Zimbabwe and I 


don't know anybody here. 
Would you like to have a 
few beers?"' Lazoran said. 
'To this day, he still knows 
my name and he's a great 
friend." 

The South Course was ex¬ 
panded for its first major, 
the 1960 PGA Champion¬ 
ship, when Robert Trent 
J onesadded some 50 bun¬ 
kers, two ponds and 500- 
plus yards, along with re¬ 
ducing parto 70forcham- 
pionship golf. 

But it's always hosted the 
world's best, even before 
it became a World Golf 
Championship where play¬ 
ers now compete for $10 
million in prize money, with 
$1.7 million going to the 
winner. And to think Player 
ea med $50,000 for his 1965 
victory. 

'Tiger probably has taken 
$11 or $12 million from Fire¬ 
stone," Lazoran said with a 
laugh. 

Sharp memory. Woods has 
earned $11,060,525 in his 16 
appearances at Firestone. 
This will be the last one, and 
itwasa big dealforWoods 
to get back. He tied for 
sixth at the British Open, al¬ 
lowing him to move to No. 
50 in the world. 

Woods hasn't won this year, 
though it shouldn't be a sur¬ 
prise if he does. He had the 
lead fora short time in the 
final round at Carnoustie. 
He missed a playoff by one 
shot at the Va Ispar Cham- 
pionship in March. 

His last victory was five 
years ago this week at the 
Bridgestone Invitational. 
Lazoran wouldn't be sur¬ 
prised to see him win again 
this week, because he's 
seen just about everything 
else at FirestoneO 


Milan, Turin, Cortina to launch joint bid for2026 Olympics 


MILAN (AP) — Italy will 
launch a three-city bid to 
host the 2026 Winter Olym- 
picsin Milan,Turin and Cor¬ 
tina. 

The Italian Olympic Com¬ 
mittee announced the 
move on Wednesday, hav¬ 
ing decided a joint bid was 
more cost effective. It was 
unanimously voted for by 
the CONI board. 

Milan Mayor Giuseppe 


Sala, however, has criti¬ 
cized the decision and says 
that while his city would 
still be willing to host Olym¬ 
pic events, it will not be in¬ 
volved in the governance 
ofthe bid. 

According to CONI's'Olym¬ 
pic Masterplan', Milan 
will host four events: curl¬ 
ing, women's ice hockey, 
short track speed skating 
and figure skating. Cor¬ 


tina would have the same 
number of competitions, 
with the sliding sports (bob¬ 
sleigh, skeleton and luge) 
and Alpine skiing, while the 
Nordic combined and ski 
jumping would be held in 
nearby Val di Fiemme. 
Speed skating and men's 
ice hockey would take 
place in Turin, with slalom 
Alpine skiing in nearby Se- 
striere. Snowboarding, bi¬ 


athlon, freestyle and Nordic 
skiing would be staged in 
the Valtellina region, which 
is between Milan and Cor¬ 
tina. Other possible candi- 
datesforthe 2026Olympics 
are: Stockholm; Erzurum, 
Turkey; Calgary, Canada; 
and Sapporo,Japan. 
International Olympic 
Committee members will 
pickthe host in Milan in Oc¬ 
tober 2019. Two years ago, 


Italy was forced to suspend 
Rome's bid for the 2024 
Summer Olympics bee a use 
of staunch opposition from 
the city's mayor. 

It was the second time in 
four years a Rome bid was 
withdrawn or suspended. 
In 2012, then-premier Ma¬ 
rio Monti scrapped the 
city's bid forthe 2020 Olym¬ 
pics because of financial 
concem&G 
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A robotic hand can juggle a cube _ with lots of training 



This undated photo provided by OpenAI shows a robotic 
hand holding a cube atthe company's research lab in San 
Francisco. 

Associated Press 


By RYAN NAKASHMA 
APlec hnology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

How long does it take a 
robotic hand to learn to 
juggle a cube? 

About 100 years, give or 
take. 

lhat's how much virtual 
computing time it took re¬ 
searchers at OpenAI, the 
non-profit artificial intelli¬ 
gence lab funded by Elon 
Musk and others, to train 
its disembodied hand, fhe 
team paid Google $3,500 
to run its software on thou¬ 
sands of computers simul¬ 
taneously, crunching the 
actual time to 48 hours. 
After training the robot in 
a virtual environment, the 
team put it to a test in the 
real world. 

Ihe hand, called Dac¬ 
tyl, learned to move itself, 
the team of two dozen 
researchers disclosed this 
week. Its job is simply to ad¬ 
just the cube so that one of 
its letters — "0," "P," "E," "N," 
"A" or "I" — faces up ward to 
match a random selection. 


Ken Goldberg, a University 
of California, Berkeley ro¬ 
botics professor who isn't 
affiliated with the project, 
said OpenAI's achieve¬ 
ment isa big deal because 
it demonstrates how robots 
trained in a virtual environ¬ 
ment can operate in the 
real world. His lab is trying 
something similar with a ro¬ 
bot called Dex-Net, though 


its hand is simpler and the 
objects it manipulates are 
more complex. 

'The keyisthe idea that you 
can make so much prog¬ 
ress in simulation," he said. 
'This isa plausible path for¬ 
ward, when doing physical 
experiments is very hard." 
Dactyl's real-world fingers 
a re tracked by infra red dots 
and cameras. In training, 


every simulated movement 
that brought the cube clos- 
erto the goal gave Dactyl 
a small reward. Dropping 
the cube caused it to feel 
a penalty20timesasbig. 
The process is called rein¬ 
forcement learning. The 
robot software repeats the 
attempts millions of times in 
a simulated environment, 
trying over and over to get 
the highest reward. Ope¬ 
nAI used roughly the same 
algorithm it used to beat 
human players in a video 
game, "Dota 2." 

In real life, a team of re¬ 
searchers worked about a 
yearto get the mechanical 
hand to this point. 

Why? 

Forone, the ha nd in a simu¬ 
lated environment doesn't 
understand friction. So 
even though its real fingers 
are rubbery, Dactyl lacks 
human understanding 

about the bestgrips. 
Researchers injected their 
simulated environment 
with changes to gravity, 
hand angle and other vari- 


ablesso the software learns 
to operate in a way that 
is adaptable. That helped 
narrow the gap between 
real-world results and sim¬ 
ulated ones, which were 
much better. 

The variations helped the 
hand succeed putting the 
right letter face up more 
than a dozen times in a row 
before dropping the cube. 
In simulation, the ha nd typi- 
cally succeeded 50 times 
in a row before the test was 
stopped. 

OpenAI's goal is to devel¬ 
op artificial general intel¬ 
ligence, or machines that 
think and learn like hu¬ 
mans, in a way that is safe 
for people and widely dis¬ 
tributed. 

Musk has warned that if 
Al systems are developed 
only by for-profit compa¬ 
nies or powerful govern¬ 
ments, they could one day 
exceed human smartsand 
be more dangerous than 
nuclear war with North 
Korea.Q 


Human rights group: Employee 
targeted with Israeli spyware 



In this Aug. 25, 2016, file photo, the logo ofthe Israeli NSO 
Group company is displayed on a building where they had 
offices until few months ago in Heizliya, Israel. 

Associated Press 


By RAPHAEL SATiER 
AP Cybersecurity Writer 
LONDON (AP) — An Am¬ 
nesty International employ¬ 
ee has been targeted with 
Israeli-made surveillance 
software, the human rights 
group said Wednesday, 
adding to a growing num¬ 
ber of examples of Israeli 
technology being used to 
spy on human rights work¬ 
ers and opposition figures 
in the Middle East and be¬ 
yond. 

In a 20-page report, Am¬ 


nesty outlined how it thinks 
a hackertried to break into 
an unidentified staff mem¬ 
ber's smartphone in early 
June by baiting the em¬ 
ployee with a WhatsApp 
message about a protest in 
front of the Saudi Embassy 
in Washington. 

The London-based human 
rights organization said it 
traced the malicious link 
in the message to a net¬ 
work of sitestied to the NSO 
Group, an Israeli surveil¬ 
lance company implicated 


in a series of digital break- 
in attempts, including a 
campaign to compromise 
proponents of a soda tax 
in Mexico and an effort to 
hack into the phone of an 
Arab dissident that prompt¬ 
ed an update to Apple's 
operating system. 

Joshua Franco, Amnesty's 
head of technology and 
human rights, said the latest 
hacking attempt was em¬ 
blematic of the increased 
digital riskfaced by activists 
worldwide. 

'This is the new normal for 
human rights defenders," 
Franco said. 

NSO said in a written state¬ 
ment that its product was 
"intended to be used exclu¬ 
sively for the investigation 
and prevention of crime 
and terrorism" and that al¬ 
legations of wrongdoing 
would be investigated. In 
response to a series of writ¬ 
ten questions, the compa¬ 
ny said past allegations of 
customer misuse had, in an 
undisclosed numberofcas- 


es, led to the termination of 
contracts. 

Amnesty's findings were 
corroborated by internet 
watchdog Citizen Lab, 
which has been tracking 
NSO spyware for two years 
and is based at the Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto's Munk 
School of Global Affairs. 

In its own report being re¬ 
leased Wednesday, Citizen 
Lab said it so farhad count¬ 
ed some 175 targets of NSO 
spyware worldwide, includ¬ 
ing 150 people in Panama 
identified as part of a mas¬ 
sive domestic espionage 
scandal swirling around the 
c o u ntry's fo rme r p re sid e nt. 
The Amnesty International 
report said the organization 
identified a second human 
rights activist, in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, who wastargeted in a 
similarway to its staffer. Citi¬ 
zen Lab said it found traces 
of similar hacking attempts 
tied to QatarorSaudi, hint¬ 
ing atthe use ofthe Israeli 
spyware elsewhere in the 
Gulf. 


Any possible use of Israeli 
technology to police dis¬ 
sent in the Arab world could 
raise uncomfortable ques¬ 
tions both for Israel, which 
still sees itself asa bastion of 
democracy in the region, 
and for countries with no 
formal diplomatic ties to 
the J ewish state. 
ForAmnesty'sFranco, itwas 
a sign of an out-of-control 
trade in high-tech surveil¬ 
lance tools. 

'This is a huge market 
that's completely opaque 
and under-regulated," he 
said .□ 
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Apple soais buteneigy, industrial stocks weigh on maiket 



In this May 10, 2018, file photo signsforthe New York Stock Exchange hang above the trading 
floor. 


By MARLEY J AY 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Apple 
is on pace for its biggest 
gain in a year and a half 
Wednesday as investors 
cheer its latest quarterly re¬ 
port, which included strong 
iPhone salesand a forecast 
that was better than ex¬ 
pected. Banksare climbing 
as interest rates turn higher 
and the yield on the 10- 
yea rTreasury note hit the 3 
percent mark. Energy com¬ 
panies are slumping along 
with oil prices 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 index remained at 
2,815 a s of 11:35 a .m. Ea st¬ 
em time. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average lost 24 
points, or 0.1 percent , to 
25,390. The jump in Apple 
stock was worth 70 Dow 
points, but drops in industri¬ 
al and energy companies 
pulled the index lower. 

The Nasdaq composite 
climbed 24 points, or 0.3 
percent, to 7,695. 

The Russell 2000 index of 
smaller-company stocks 
lost 5 points, or0.3 percent, 
to 1,665 and almost two- 
thirds of the stocks on the 
New York Stock Exchange 
traded lower. 

The S&P 500 index rose 3.6 
percent in July in spite of 
the trade war between the 
U.S. and China. The mar¬ 
kets have gotten a lift from 
strong company earnings 
as well as efforts by the 
U.S. and European Union 
to resolve their trade differ¬ 
ences. 

APPLE EARNINGS: Apple 
said the average sell¬ 
ing price for the iPhone 
jumped 20 percent in its 
latest quarter and its third- 
quarter profit and sales 
both surpassed analystpro- 
jections. Apple's third fiscal 
quarter is usually its weak¬ 
est. The company's fourth- 
quarter revenue forecast 
also topped Wall Street es¬ 
timates. 

Apple surged 5.2percentto 
$200.27. That put the most 
valuable publicly traded 
U.S. company on track to 
set another all-time high. 
Market watchers have also 
been wondering if Apple 
will soon become the first 
publicly traded company 
to surpass$l trillion in value. 
It's currently at about $984 


billion. 

JOBSSURVEY: ADP said hir¬ 
ing picked up in June, sug¬ 
gesting employers are still 
able to find the workers 
they need despite the low 
unemployment rate. The 
survey showed strong hiring 
by health care providers, 
hotels and restaurants and 
manufacturers. The federal 
government will release a 
jobs report Friday that cov¬ 
ers hiring by private and 
public employers. 

BONDS: Bond prices sank. 
The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note rose to 3 per¬ 
cent from 2.96 percent. 

The increase in bond yields 
was good for bank stocks. 
Higher yields force interest 
rates on mortgages and 
other loans higher, mak¬ 
ing it more profitable for 
banks to lend money. Bank 
of America jumped 1.7 
percent to $31.41 and Citi¬ 
group rallied 1.2 percent to 
$72.73. 

The rising yields drew inves¬ 
tors to bonds and away 
from high-dividend stocks 


like consumer goods mak¬ 
ers. PepsiCo fell 1.2 percent 
to $113.64and papertowel 
maker Kimberly-Clark shed 
1.5 percent to $112.08. 

The price of gold gave up 
0.6 percent to $1,226.40 an 
ounce. 

BURNING THROUGH EARN¬ 
INGS: Soda Stream jumped 
2269 percent to $107.03 af¬ 
ter the maker of beverage 
carbonation systems raised 
its annual forecasts follow¬ 
ing a strong quarterly re¬ 
port. Cheesecake Factory 
said higher insurance and 
legal costs hurt its earnings 
and the stock fell 12 per¬ 
cent to $49.31. 

Clothing maker Hanes- 
brands plunged 19.1 
percent to $18.01 after 
it posted a smaller-than- 
expected profit and said 
Target won't renew a con¬ 
tract for an exclusive line of 
Champion clothing when 
the deal expires in Janu¬ 
ary 2020. Big Five Sporting 
Goods dropped 6.2 per¬ 
cent to $6.05 after it said 
salesweakened atthe end 


Associated Press 

of its second quarter as 
bad weather hurt sales of 
camping and water sports 
items. 

Medicaid services com¬ 
pany Molina Healthcare 
surged 16.6 percent to 
$121.37 and music stream¬ 
ing company Pandora 
added to its big rally this 
year after it said subscrip¬ 
tion revenue jumped. It 
gained 15.3 percent to 
$7.77. 

ENERGY: Benchmark U.S. 
crude dropped 1.8 percent 
to $67.52 per barrel in New 
York. Brent crude, used to 
price international oils, fell 
1.7 percent to $72.92 per 
barrel in London. 

Exxon Mobil slid 1.2 percent 
to $80.55 and Chevron lost 
0.9 percent to $125.11. 


BRAKEDOWN: Auto mak¬ 
ers mostly traded lower as 
they reported their monthly 
sales. General Motors fell 
1.5 percent to $37.35 and 
Fond slipped 1.4 percent to 
$9.90. Fiat Chrysler sank 2.1 
percent to $16.61. 

Tesla, meanwhile, is sched¬ 
uled to report its quarterly 
results after the close of 
trading. It added 0.1 per¬ 
cent to $298.49. 

TRADE QUESnONS: Bloom¬ 
berg News reported that 
the Trump administration is 
considering a 25 percent 
taxon $200 billion in imports 
from China, above the 10 
percent the administra¬ 
tion has been considering. 
China says it will retaliate if 
that happens A day ear¬ 
lier, stocks got a boost from 
a report the two sideswere 
hoping to hold more talks 
to resolve the trade war. 
Both countries put tariffs on 
$34 billion in goods in early 
July. 

Industrial companies gave 
up a big portion of their 
gains from a day ago. 
Caterpillar skidded 2.8 per¬ 
cent to $139.83 and Deere 
retreated 2.1 percent to 
$141.75. 

FED AHEAD: The Federal 
Reserve will wrap up its lat¬ 
est meeting Wednesday 
afternoon. Investors don't 
expect it to raise interest 
rates, but it's widely expect¬ 
ed to boost rates again in 
September and the Fed 
has said it intends to raise 
ratesone more time laterin 
the year.Q 



DIRECT RESERVATIONS at www.sasakSapts.com 
Telephone: 5877482 

Bubali 143, in Front of SuperFood Plaza Mall 
































THURSDAY 2 AUGUST 


^flCOMICS 



Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 




Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 8 /° 2 

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Linear measure 
5 Use Brillo 

10 Lasso 

14 Singer Natalie 

15 Ballroom dance 

16 Doesn’t have 
both _ in the 
water; is goofy 

17 Recognize 

18 High-ranking 
cleric 

20 “Are _ 
Lonesome 
Tonight?” 

21 Floating sheet 
of ice 

22 Prepare for a 
test 

23 _ in; inhabit 

25 Actress West 

26 Record 
companies 

28 Newspaper 
publisher 
William 
Randolph _ 

31 Grown-up 

32 Paris’ currency 
before the euro 

34 Shade of brown 

36 Crane or 
cuckoo 

37 Actress Sally 

38 Cake recipe 
verb 

39 Distress signal 

40 Teeming crowd 

41 Fence 
openings 

42 Brook 

44 Stop doing 
something 

45 Feel sick 

46 Carved gem 

47 Up and about 

50 “A _ home is 
his castle” 

51 Org. for 
Wizards and 
Warriors 

54 Modest 

57 Pull along 

58 Leafy cabbage 

59 Tea variety 

60 Up in 
furious 

61 Ran fast 

62 Look of 
contempt 

63 Clerical error 


DOWN 

1 Unpleasant 

2 Forbidden item 

3 Sudden rainfall 

4 Chop down 

5 Drags one’s feet 

6 Christmas song 

7 _ more; again 

8 Word of disgust 

9 Steal from 

10 List of names 

11 Hawaiian island 

12 Nudge along 

13 Catch sight of 
19 Father of Jacob 

& Esau 

21 Stetson hat 
material 

24 Join metal by 
heating 

25 Repair 

26 Popular dogs, 
for short 

27 Tijuana farewell 

28 Vigorous 

29 Immobile 

30 _ a fancy to; 
likes 

32 Unyielding 

33 Mr. Skelton 
35 Cozy home 


37 Baby horse 

38 First, second or 
third 

40 Those listed in 
a will 

41 Jewels 

43 Lifted up 

44 Peril 

46 Narrow boat 

47 Diving birds 


48 In a_; 

instantly 

49 Yarn 

50 Boxer Tyson 

52 _ into; collide 
with 

53 To boot 

55 FedEx rival 

56 Fellows 

57 Bowler or fedora 
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La Cabana B&C 

1 BR WK # 31 or 32 Room 
#241 A 

Friday Check in $5K 
Rent: 3 August to 10 August 
$900 Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Marriott Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 32 Room #2337 
1 BR WK # 35 Room #2327 
Pool/Ocean View $5K Each 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK # 30 Room # 623 
33 weeks remain $9.5K 
Casa Del Mar $7.5 K 

2 BR WK# 34 Room #1319 
Call : 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Gold Ocean View $5K 

2 BR Gold Ocean View $7.5K 
Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Gold Garden View $ 5K 

2 BR Gold Ocean View $7K 

3 BR Gold Ocean View $13K 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House For Sale 
Ponton 

4 Bedroom 2 Bath Apartment 
Swimming Pool/Bar $350 K 
Esmeralda 

4 Bedroom, 2 Bath , Apartment 
swimming pool $420K 
Call :630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House For Sale 
Opal 

3 Bedroom ,2 Bath $250K 
Soledad 

4 Bedroom 2 Bath 
apartment $370K 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_209954 


Psychic Riley 

Solves problems in love 
ousiness help and removes 
negative influences. Guaranteed 
Results. All readings are 
customized and confidential. 

001 747 271 9899 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Lot of land at Palm Beach mea¬ 
suring 1015 m2 in a quiet area, 
walking distance to the highrise 
hotels and the beach and for 
$97,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 


For Immediate Sale 
Renaissance 

Week 26 + 27 
Unit 2120 Ground Floor 
Together: US $2500,- @ wk 
Separately: US $2550,- @ wk 
Call 737-3006 

nfo@buyarubatimeshares.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

For Immediate Sale 
Renaissance 

Week 38 Unit 2503 
Fifth Floor Pool/Ocean V 
Price: US $2750,- 
Call 737-3006 

nfo@buyarubatimeshares.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 


FOR RENT / SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 
Aug.4-11 wk 31 
Aug.11-18 wk 32 
two bedroom, pool/ocean view 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 
or 587 4000 Paradise, Fred 
Only Aug.13-14-15 


FOR SALE 

2 storey house, 4 bedrooms, 3 
baths, swimming-pool, yacuzzi, 
660 sq. m. property land at 
Ponton, 5 minutes drive 
to down-town. Price 
(incl. furniture): USD. 435.000,-. 
Call. 5937118. 

_209956 


Danika 

Can and will remove negativity 
from areas of your life where 
all others have failed. Serious 
callers only 
001 847 312 1151 

_209697 


Life 

u; ujj| 

facebook.com/anibaioday/ 



Sale /Rent Timeshares 
Divi Phoenix Unit 1402 

Pent H 1 BR„1 /2Bath ,9/1 To 
9/8 29WKS,4500BO$ 

Also Wk 34,8/25 Poolstudio 
3600.BO and a Beach club 
WKS 33/34,8/18 Cheap 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508 651 0016 

_209951 


Timeshares Rent/Sale 
Divi Golf 

1 Birdie,26WKS 1 BR,2 Bath 
Unit 2316, Granite W/Dryer 
,29WKS 3995.BO 
Rent 895.$ and studio 
Rm4201,Birdie,26 WKS 3300. 
bo.$Rent 825. Also Divi Dutch 
village. 

Studio RM 128,9/1 To 9/8 3300. 
BO $Rent 795 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508 651 0016 

_209951 


Psychic Natalie 

Will read the stars in heaven to 
for fill your destiny and solve all 
your problems. 

001 817 851 6474 


tU'DAY 


FOR SALE TOWN HOUSE 
Financing possible 

656 ft from beach, 2 bedrooms 
2,5 bathrooms, floor 1,399 sg ft 
Price $320,000 
yearly tax: 925 
Montly maintenance: $350 
text or call: (297)592 4431 
Mail: gabriel@realtyaruba.com 

_209846 


Editor 

Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank N.V. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 

Acc. #23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 

Aniftdnt Director 

Xiomara Arends 

Editor in Chief 

Linda Reijnders 

(linda.reijnders@cspnv.com) 

Editors 

Richard Brooks 
Jeancarlo Trinidad 

Sales 

Linda Reijnders 

(linda.reijnders@cspnv.com) 

Marijke Croes 

Classifieds 

Rachelle Danje 

(rachelle.danje@cspnv.com) 

Distribution and Collection 

accounling@bondia.com 

Social / Website 
Jeancarlo Trinidad 

Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 

E: news@arubatoday.com 
W: www.arubatoday.com 
O @arubatoday 


Fr.ii'jJf Qwnrr 2 j-Jii & BUY 

Visit nur wobsiln: 

www. b uy d ru bati mes hares.com 
www.rem ta rubati m es hares, c o m 


Contact us for more listings 
Call 7373006 
i nfo@buy arubatimeahai es. com 




Ftenalssanco: 

Wk 37, Unit 2332 *3,900 
*4 View 

Wk 3S f Unit 2903 *3,900 

Siti FloofJPool View 

La Cabana: 

Wk 37 a Unit 214C *2,000 
Wk 52, Unit 22BC $5,000 


Renaissance 


SPECIAL DIALS!! 

Wk 23, Unit 2325 *3,750 

3rd Fioor/Hertfor View 

Wk 24, Unit 2505 *3,750 

fooflQcwi View 

Wk 29, Unit 2120 S2 s SS0 

^Jwr.'Harfeor View 

Wk 27, Unit 2120 *2,950 

fit Floor/Harbor View 

Wk 27, Unit 2145 *6,000 

1$ Fi&er/Qt**n W*w 

Wk 27, Unit 2535 *3,000 

5 * 1*1 Fibsr/Rra 1 Wfi w 

Wk 20, Unit 2517 *4,500 

Sth Fioor/PoofA Ocean View 

Wk 20, Unit 2524 *6,500 
Sfft l/rjw 

Wk 32, Unit 2500 $5,750 

52h Ffoar/PQQi&Qceen View 

Wk 32, Unit 2332 *3,500 

3rd flfoctfHwfcw View 

Wk 33, Unit 2332 *3,500 

3Nt Fk&rMerter View 

Wk 34, Unit 2121 *5,000 

ffl view 

Wk 34, Unit 2123 *5,000 

Jd Fioor/Poot Wbw 

Wk 34, Unit 2515 *3,750 

5th FSoor/p&o) view 

Wk 35, Unit 2120 *4,000 

Ground FioarSHerbour View 

Wk 35, Unit 2315 *3,500 

3rd Fieor/Pool View 

Wk 35, Unit 2349 *6,500 

2nd Ftaar/Qeeen Front 

Wk 38, Unit 2503 $2,750 

5th RfMrvlOew Fnpnf 


La Cabana 


Wk 27, Unit 114 b/c $5,000 

Fpol Viqw 

Wk 28, Unit 112 b/c *5,000 

Poof VteW 

Wk 30 Unit 327A $4000 
Wk 33, Unit 213C $4,000 

Gordon Vm*w 

Wk 35, Unit 140C/226C $5,000 

Foot Wew 


Divi 


Dm Dutch VtHage 

Wk 9, Unit 14 $10,000 
Divi Dutch Village 
Wk 17, Unit 130 $5,000 
Dhri Dutch Vi ttage 

Wk 19, Unit 72 $4,000 OBO 

Dm PhoenixrQc&an 

Wk fi. Unit 706 $15,000 
Divi Villager Very flioHvafed seller 
Ww k 43, Unit 720B, $3,500 

(O l d prioc » 7 t a 50> 

Wbra Suto, Ocwm Vmw* 


Costa Linda 


Wk 25, Unit 5010 $12,000 
Wk 25, Unit 5016 $12,000 
Wk 20, Unit 1 $12,000 


Casa del Mar 


Wk 34 Unit 1429 $2,500 


Tropicana 


Wk 29, Unit 1543 $2,750 

Wks 29-32, Unit 5557 $4,000 ea wk 
Wk 32, Unit 3526 $6,000 


Occidental 


Wk 52 & Wk 1,1 Bedr $50,000 lor both 
Wk 7, $35,000 2 Bedr 


La Quinta 


Wk 33/34 Unit 102 $5,000 

t Bedroom 


SAVE $$$*$$$$$$ 


Contact us for more listings 

Call 7373006 

info(|buyarubatimeshare$.com 

Sun Plaza Business Center 

L.c. smith Blvd. 160 - suite 125 
Oranjeslad, Aruba 


wvv w b u y a rubatimes hare9.com 


527 4000 

Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Cayama Tel. 583 2772 

San Nicolas 

Dr. de Cuba Tel. 584 1984 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Maria Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip. Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


Y 


HEALTH 

Hospital 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Aruba Airlines 583 8300 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 

Venezolana 583 7674 

CRUISES 



August 2 

Carnival Vista 

August 5 

Freedom 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Video of abuse at pig farm also highlights common practices 



This flame grab from a video provided by Mercy for Animals shows a pig in an undercover video 
released by the group. 


By COLLEEN SIB/IN 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — Recent¬ 
ly released undercover 
video showing pigs being 
kicked, hit and punched at 
a Kentucky supplier for the 
world's largest meat pro¬ 
ducer drew prompt con¬ 
demnation from animal 
rights groups and the agri¬ 
cultural industry alike. 
However, the images sand¬ 
wiched in between — adult 
pigsin cagesbarely bigger 
thantheirbodiesand a pig¬ 
let squealing while being 
castrated — show still wide¬ 
ly accepted industry prac¬ 
tices, but were aimed at 
pressuring Brazilian-based 
J BS to abandon them.Ten 
states — none major pork 
producers — have passed 
laws that ban or phase 
out the use of those nar¬ 
row metal cages, known 
asgestation crates or stalls, 
where sows are confined 
during their frequent preg¬ 
nancies. 

Among them is Califor¬ 
nia, where voters agreed 
to phase out the crates 
along with chicken cages 
and veal crates starting in 
2015. This fa II, voters will be 
asked to go further and 
ban the sale of pork from 
pigsconfined to the crates, 
along with pork from their 
offspring. The measure also 
would bar the sale of veal 
from crated calves and 
eggsfrom caged chickens 
Massachusetts voters 
passed a similarban in 2016 
that takes effect in 2022. 
Sows account for only 
about6percentofthe pigs 
on American farms, but 
pork producers have been 
slow to give up confine¬ 
ment, said Josh Balk, vice 
president of farm animal 
protection forlhe Humane 
Society of the United States 
While shoppers are fa mil¬ 
iar with the bewildering ar¬ 
ray of cage-free and free- 


range egg options in stores, 
how pigs are raised is not 
something frequently tout¬ 
ed on bacon or sausage 
packages 

Still, activists have made an 
impact with their gradual, 
state-by-state approach 
of passing ballot measures 
and bills to outlaw crates, 
and by gathering pledges 
from more than 100 large 
restaurant and food com¬ 
panies including McDon¬ 
ald's, Chipotle and Target, 
to move away from sup¬ 
pliers that use gestation 
crates. Some meat pro¬ 
ducers have also pledged 
to phase them out. 

The world's largest pork 
producer, Smithfield Foods, 
announced in January 
it had switched to open 
group housing forpregnant 
pigsat its company-owned 
U.S. farms. J BS has said it 
p la ns to tra nsitio n to c o llec - 
tive rather than individual 
crates by 2025. In J anuary, 
it said 45 percent of its sup¬ 
pliers have already made 
the switch. 

J BS' U.S. branch, based in 
Greeley, suspended ship¬ 
ments from the Franklin, 
Kentucky, farm after the 
video was released earlier 
this month by Los Angeles- 


based Mercy for Animals, 
a backer of the California 
proposal. It said it would 
investigate the incident at 
the farm operated by Ten¬ 
nessee-based Tosh Farms. 
"Animal welfare isa priority 
for our company and our 
customers," J BS USA said in 
a statement at the time. 
'We will ensure that all of 
our suppliers adhere to our 
high standards for animal 
care."An estimated 75 per¬ 
cent of U.S. pig farms regu- 
larly use gestation stalls.The 
restate owned by compa¬ 
nies that pledged to cut 
stall use ora re in statesthat 
ba n it, a nd mostly use open 
pens instead, according to 
the National Pork Produc- 


By j ENNIFER SINCO KELLE- 
HER 

Associated Press 
HO NO LULU (AP) — Sc ie ntists 
are touting the first sight¬ 
ing of a hybrid between a 
melon-headed whale and 
a rough-toothed dolphin in 
the ocean off Hawaii. But 
don't call it a "wholphin," 
they say. 

The melon-headed whale 
isone ofthe variousspecies 
that's called a whale but is 
technically a dolphin. 
'Calling it something like 
a wholphin doesn't make 
any sense," said one ofthe 
study's authors, Robin Baird, 
a Hawaii research biolo¬ 
gist with Washington state- 
based Cascadia Research 
Collective. "I think calling 


Associated Press 

ersCouncil. 

However, even most of 
those farms still use gesta¬ 
tion stalls when sows are 
artificially inseminated, 
and some use them to test 
whetherthe sows a re preg¬ 
nant, council spokesman 
David Warner said. State 
bans, like Colorado's, typi¬ 
cally include exceptions 
fortesting, treatment or re¬ 
search. 

After sows give birth, farms 
that use confinement usu¬ 
ally put them in slightly larg¬ 
er farrowing stalls, which 
give them enough room 
to lie down and nurse their 
pig lets 

Gestation stalls are in¬ 
tended to minimize fight- 


it a wholphin just confuses 
the situation more than it 
already is" 

In a study published last 
week, scientists say the ani¬ 
mal spotted off the island 
of Kauai in August 2017 ap¬ 
pears to be the first record 
of a hybrid involving either 
species. It's also only the 
third confirmed instance 
of a wild-bom hybrid be¬ 
tween species in the Del- 
phinidae family. 

The label "wholphin" has 
stuck for a hybrid of a false 
killer whale and an Atlantic 
bottle-nose dolphin bom 
in 1985 at Hawaii's Sea Ufe 
Park. The hybrid named 
Kekaimalu still lives at the 
marine mammal park, 
where she helpsteach chil- 


ing among hierarchical 
sows and protect workers 
fro m the p reg na nt a nima Is, 
which can weigh between 
350 and 450 pounds (160 
and 200 kilograms), said 
Sarah Crawford, assistant 
vice president of animal 
welfare for the National 
Pork Board in Des Moines, 
Iowa. She said the stalls 
are long enough for the 
animals to lie in, and re¬ 
search hasshown some will 
choose a stall overliving in 
a group. 

'The good thing is farmers 
have the choice to decide 
wha t fits best fo r their fa rrn," 
she said. 

Temple Grand in, an ani¬ 
mal science professor at 
Colorado State University 
and consultant on livestock 
treatment, said confined 
pregnant pigs lack the 
space to turn around, and 
compared the experience 
to humanshaving to spend 
their lives in an airline seat. 
Grand in, who has worked 
for J BS in the past, said 
crates should be phased 
out and has seen group 
housing for pigs working 
well. She also said the way 
male piglets are castrated 
done in their first week to 
prevent aggression and 
variations in meat flavor 
could changetoo because 
of new research into pain 
medication forlivestockO 


dren aboutgenetics 
News of the hybrid spotted 
in the wild last year during 
Navy-funded research on 
the effects of sonar proves 
the "genetic diversity of the 
ocean,"Sea Ufe Parkcura- 
torj eff Pawloski said. 

"I always thought they were 
out there in the wild exist¬ 
ing it only makes sense," 
he said. "And to know she 
has cousins out there in the 
ocean is an amazing thing 
to know.'Some news orga¬ 
nizations have described 
the melon-headed whale 
and rough-toothed dolphin 
hybrid as a new species, 
but other things would still 
need to occur, including 
more widespread hybrid¬ 
ization, Baird said.Q 
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Betty White's 80-year career celebrated in PBS special 


By BETH HARRIS 
Associated ness 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — 

Betty White sees no point 
in slowing down at age 96, 
aslong asherphone keeps 
ringing with offers to work. 
Ihe actress known for 
her roles in 'The Mary Ty¬ 
ler Moore Show" and 'The 
Golden Girls" is marking 
her 80th year in show busi¬ 
ness with a PBS special that 
looksat herlife and career. 
Moore, Georgia Engel 
and Gavin MacLeod are 
among those sharing in¬ 
sights in "Betty White: First 
Lady of Television," which 
debutsAug. 21. 

The special shows White 
at work, at home and in¬ 
teracting with friends. She 
is the lone living star from 
'The Golden Girls." 

White didn't join Engel and 
MacLeod at a TV critics 
meeting on Tuesday. 

"Betty wanted to be here in 
the worst way," said Steve 
Boettcher, the special's 
co-director and producer. 
"She sends her best and 
she'sdoing great." 

Tap dancer Arthur Duncan 
credits White with launch¬ 


ing his career by featuring 
him on her own daily talk 
show in the mid-1950s. The 
show received letters com¬ 
plaining about Duncan's 
presence as a black per¬ 
former. 

White also served as pro¬ 
ducer and her response 
to the protests was to use 
Duncan every chance she 
could. He later went on to 
'The Lawrence WelkShow," 
becoming the first black 
regular on a TV variety 
show. 

'She was probably one 
of the nicest, grandest, 
greatest people I've had 
the chance to meet in my 
life," said Duncan, now 84. 
'Whenevershe walked into 
a room, it lit up." 

The bald MacLeod, who is 
87, recalled the interplay 
between his character 
Murray and White's portray¬ 
al of man-hungry Sue Ann 
Nivenson Moore's show. 

"If I had hair, I don't think 
it would have worked," he 
said, laughing about the 
comedic opportunities his 
physical appearance af¬ 
forded White .□ 


Snider doesn't need 
yesterday because 
today is his 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated ness 

Dee Snider"Forthe Love of 
Metal" (Napalm) 

Dee Snider,the Long Island 
mouth that roared on all- 
time rock classics including 
'We're Not Gonna Take It" 
and "I Wanna Rock," al¬ 
ready did the solo thing in 
the early '90s while Twisted 
Sisterwason hiatus. 

But apparently there was 
something deeper, dark¬ 
er and heavier brewing 
within Snider that even he 
might not have known was 
there. (And thisfroma man 
who wrote a horror movie 
abouta killerwho sewsvic- 
tims' mouths shut.) 

That darkness shines on 
"Forthe Love of Metal," a 
project that came about 
when Hatebreed's J amey 
Jasta dared Snider to 
make a modem metal al¬ 
bum. The result is heavy 



This cover image released 
by Napalm Records shows 
"For the Love of Metal," the 
latest release by Dee Shider. 

Associated Press 

on growls, guttural snarls 
and bowel-rattling bass 
and guitar riffs.It's difficult 
to imagine that a guy old 
enough to collect Social 
Securitycan meltyourface 
deep into his fifth decade 
in the heavy metal biz. But 
he does. And Snider gar¬ 
nishes these tracks with just 
enough attitude to appeal 
to his'80s 
fans. □ 



Dancer Arthur Duncan and actress Georgia Bigel take partina panel discussion on the PBS 
special "Betty White: First Lady of Television" during the 2018 Television Critics Association 
Summer Press Tour in Beverly Hills. 

Associated Press 
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Amid cancer treatment; Irrfan Khan finds new a perspective 



In this J an. 22,2018 file photo, actor Irrian Khan poses fora portrait to promote the film "Puzzle" 
during the Sundance Him Festival in Bark City, Utah. 


By UNDSEY BA HR 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Actor 
Irrfan Khan is a Bollywood 
star and Hollywood cha¬ 
meleon, who has bounced 
between the two with ease 
for decades, working with 
everyone from Mira Nair 
to Wes Anderson and Ang 
Lee and stealing scenes in 
both Oscar-winneis ('Slum- 
dog Millionaire") and block¬ 
busters ("Jurassic World") 
alike. But aII that's been put 
on hold as he undergoes 
treatment in London for a 
neuroendocrine tumor, a 
rare form of cancer. 
Although Khan's life now is 
very different from only a 
few monthsago, he still has 
films that he worked on as 
recently last year coming 
out, including "Puzzle," a 
poignant character drama 
expanding to 11 cities this 
weekend. 

The indie film from Oscar- 
nominated producer Marc 
Turtletaub ("Little Miss Sun¬ 
shine") isabouta stifled sub¬ 
urban housewife, played 
by Kelly Macdonald, who 
forms a bond with a more 
cosmopolitan man, (Khan), 
over a shared fondness for 
puzzles. It's one that Khan's 


immensely proud of, and 
eager to talk about, but, 
he also knows very keenly 
how unpredictable his life 
hasbecome. 

When I call him for our in¬ 
terview, he answers politely 
and informs me that he's 


been hospitalized the night 
prior and asks if might be 
possible to call him back in 
10 minutes. Of course, I say. 
This happens again, when 
Khan's doctors come in to 
talk to him and he politely 
asks if we might pick it up 
tomorrow. 

Below are excerpts from 
our conversations. Ihey 
have been edited for clar¬ 
ity and brevity. 

AP: 'Puzzle' is quite lovely, 
but also a small character 
drama — a bit of a depar¬ 
ture from the bigger Holly¬ 
wood films you've become 
known for 

KHAN: I was looking for 
something for a long time 
in American cinema, Holly¬ 
wood cinema. I have been 
reaching for this, fora per¬ 
sonal experience where 
I could invest myself and 
I could have more meat 
that I could get apart from 
myself completely and get 
into something which is un¬ 
known. This character had 
complexity and a strange 
unpredictability where he 
himself doesn't know where 
things are moving and is in 
a limbo state. There are so 
many interesting angles to 
thisperson. I waslooking for 
something more personal 
and to redefine my involve¬ 
ment in a story, where my 
soul could entangle with 
this story. You want residue, 


Associated Press 

you wa nt it to la st. So it ha d 
all that. And the simplicity 
of writing was fantastic. It 
was a complex situation, 
but I love that the way it 
comes out of the charac¬ 
ters' mouths is very simple. 
So I fell in love it with it a nd I 
shifted my schedule in India 
and said, "I'm going to do 
it." It worked out and I really 
loved it. 

AP: How are you doing in 
general? 

KHAN: I've seen life from a 
c o mp lete ly d iffe re nt a ng le. 
You sit down and you see 
the other side and that's 
fascinating. I'm engaged 
on a journey. 

AP: There's been a lot of 
speculation in the media 
about your condition and 
you've made pleas on 
social media not to trust 
the reports But what do 
you want people to know 
about what you're going 
through? 

KHAN: There are challeng¬ 
es which life throws at you. 
But I have started believing 
in the way this condition 
has tested me, really, re¬ 
ally tested me in all aspects 
— physical, emotional and 
spiritual. It has put me in a 
rapture state. Initially I was 
shaken. I didn't know. I 
was very, very vulnerable. 
But slowly, there is another 
way to lookatthingsthat is 
much more powerful and 


much more productive 
and much more healthy 
and I just want people to 
believe that nature is much 
more trustworthy and one 
must trust that. The prob¬ 
lem with me initially was 
everyone was speculating 
whether I would be out of 
this disease or not. Because 
it's not in my hand. That's 
nature that will do whatev- 
erit hasto do. What is in my 
hand, I could take care of 
that. And it offers so much 
that you feel thankful. The 
way it is opening your win¬ 
dows to look at life. I would 
have never reached that 
state even if I had done 
meditation for 30 years, I 
wouldn't have reached it. 
But this sudden jolt has put 
me into a platform where 
I could look at things in a 
completely different man¬ 
ner. And forthat I am really 
thankful. It sounds strange, 
but they should trust nature 
rather than feel sad, and 
trust that whateverthe out¬ 
come, it will be for good 
and it will be forthe best. 
AP: What is your day to day 
like now? Are you reading 
scripts or planning to work 
at all? 

KHAN: No, I'm completely 
out of reading scripts This 
has become a surreal ex¬ 
perience. My days are un¬ 
predictable. I used to think 
my life would be like that, 
but I could never prac¬ 
tice unpredictability and 
spontaneity. That has hap¬ 
pened now. I don't plan. I 
go for breakfast and then 
I don't have a plan. I take 
things as they come. That 
has been really helping me 
a lot. I don't make plans. 
I'm just spontaneous. And 
I'm loving this experience. 
There was something miss¬ 
ing in my life. I was feeling 
a little manipulated by my¬ 
self, by my own mind. There 
was a kind of disharmony 
in myself. It was bothering 
me. And I think this is what I 
was missing, this spontane¬ 
ity. I know because we live 
in a world that is packed 
with plans, it sounds unre¬ 
alistic. How could you live 
your life like that? But life 
is so mysterious and has so 
much to offer, we don't re¬ 
ally try things. And I'm trying 
and I'm loving it. I'm in a re¬ 
ally fortunate stateO 
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My life as a Spy under suiveillanee in communist Romania 



Ibis undated photo provided by J uan Carlos Arevalo shows 
Katherine Veidery, an American anthiopologistand professor. 

Associated Press 


ByAUSON MUTLER 
Associated Press 
BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 

— Romanian secret police 
agents eavesdropped on 
her, persuaded friends to 
snoop on her and filmed 
herwhen she wasin herun- 
derwear. 

Some 70 informants and 
spies kept tabs on Kather¬ 
ine Verdery, now an an¬ 
thropology professor at The 
Graduate Center of the 
City University of New York, 
when she visited commu¬ 
nist Romania in the '70sand 
'80s as a postgraduate do¬ 
ing research on an anthro¬ 
pology thesis on Romanian 
village life. 

No other U.S. citizen was so 
closely scrutinized by the 
Securitate secret police of 
communist leader Nicolae 
Ceausescu. 

After the collapse of com¬ 
munism in 1989, Verdery 
obtained her 2,781-page 
dossier and transformed 
the material into a 344- 
page book, "My Life as a 
Spy." 

The book was recently 
translated into Romanian, 
opening old wounds, but 
also challenging Roma¬ 
nians to confront a dark 
chapter in their history. 

AN AMERICAN SPY? 

A young and naive Ameri¬ 
can academic by herown 
admission, Verdery didn't 
comprehend what her 
questions and attempts to 
fit in looked like in Eastern 
Europe. 


In the Cold War, Romania 
considered U.S. students 
sent to Romania on grants 
to be Western agents, and 
Verdery did nothing to dis¬ 
pel this assumption when 
she inadvertently drove her 
motorcycle onto a military 
base in the 1970s, although 
the officer in charge of spy¬ 
ing on her at that period fi¬ 
nally concluded she wasn't 
involved in espionage ac¬ 
tivities 

Discovering later that she 
was erroneously consid¬ 
ered a U.S. spy, potentially 
with Hungarian sympathies, 


Verdery was initially "ap¬ 
palled, I was absolutely 
stunned. ... I couldn't be¬ 
lieve my eyes, the level of 
surveillance was so much 
greaterthan anything I had 
anticipated orimagined." 
Romanian Securitate 
agents reported on her 
movements, sometimes 16 
hours a day. Hotel recep¬ 
tionists reported her where¬ 
abouts, others broke into 
her suitcase to access her 
notes, surreptitiously filmed 
and bugged the places 
where she went and asked 
— or twisted the arm — of 


friends and acquaintances 
to report on her. 

They feared she would 
paint Romania in an unfa¬ 
vorable light orcould neg¬ 
atively impact Romania's 
most favored nation status 
with her reports. 
Officersgave Verdery a va- 
rietyofeode names: 'Vera," 
'Vanesa"and "Folklorista." 
TRYING TO RECONCILE AND 
UNDERSTAND 

Furious and depressed, 
Verdery set about trying to 
understand and record on 
paperwhy she had been a 
target, unwittingly inhabit¬ 
ing a cloak-and-dagger 
world of betrayals and in¬ 
visible surveillance. 

'The default assumption 
was that I was a spy," she 
told The Associated Press 
by telephone from Massa¬ 
chusetts "Finding out my 
friends were involved work¬ 
ing with the secret police 
... was an unwelcome sur¬ 
prise." 

In her mission to make 
sense of what had hap¬ 
pened to her and gain an 
anthropological perspec¬ 
tive, Verdery embarked on 
the laborious and fraught 
task of returning to Roma¬ 
nia where she sought out, 
met, discussed and even¬ 
tually forgave former close 
friends and colleagues. 
Some flatly denied keep¬ 
ing tabson her. Others had 
died. One woman turned 
the tables, chiding Verdery 
forma king herbecome an 
informer. Only one person 


apologized. 

'The concept of spying is a 
cultural concept," Verdery 
believes, saying she began 
to realize why people could 
have thought of her as a 
spy: she kept duplicate sets 
of notes that she locked in 
a suitcase and then sent 
backto the United Statesin 
a diplomatic pouch. 
Verdery doesn't name her 
informers, but pages from 
herfile that have appeared 
in Romanian media reveal 
two formerministensamong 
her informants. 

THE GHOST OF THE SECURI¬ 
TATE 

Unlike other former com¬ 
munist countries, Romania 
hasn't reconciled the shad¬ 
owy and corrosive effect 
the Securitate had on so¬ 
ciety when informers kept 
tabson citizens and stifled 
dissent with informers infil¬ 
trated into every walk of 
life. 

Observers say the old Secu¬ 
ritate network continues to 
function. 'The Securitate is 
in business, active in politics 
and in the press; it's as a live 
as it was before, and we 
haven't healed yet," said 
Armand Gosu, a political 
science teacheratthe Uni¬ 
versity of Buc ha rest. 

But the publication of "My 
Ufe as a Spy" in Romanian 
last month appears to be 
having a cathartic affect, 
although some have criti¬ 
cized herfor not being "suf- 
fic iently judg menta I." □ 


Ait of illusion: Race paint transforms 
Serbian makeup pro 


By DARKO VOJINOVIC 
Associated Press 
SMEDEREVO, Serbia (AP) 

— It took Mirjana Milosevic 
less than an hour to trans¬ 
form into a zombie. The 
Serbian makeup artist also 
can tum into a skeleton or 
a genie and make body 
parts disappear. 

Milosevic, 36, hasattracted 
fans around the world for 
the illusions she creates on 
and with her own body. 
She recordsthe whole pro¬ 
cess and posts videos on 
YouTube and social net¬ 
works under the profession- 


a I na me Kika. 

Milosevic creates her vid¬ 
eos, which have gotten mil¬ 
lions of views, in a studio in 
herhome in the central Ser¬ 
bian town of Smederevo. 
There, in front of a dressing 
table and surrounded by 
mirrors, she picks the tools 
that will immerse her in a 
new role. 

With makeup pencils, 
brushes and face paints, 
Milosevic slowly creates 
an image that completely 
changes her appearance. 
Flawless black lines appear 
as contours, then symbols 


resembling neck tattoos. 
An outline colored in with 
white becomes a mask 
that reveals hollowed-out 
and sharp teeth. 

A zombie is bom. 

Her signature skin illusions 
take longer, Milosevic says. 
She puts in daysof contem¬ 
plation and planning, fol¬ 
lowed by hours and hours 
of work, to put a hollow in 
her stomach or to appear 
without a head. 

The artist says she always 
liked to draw, but neveron 
paper. 

As a young girl, Milosevic 



In this Friday, J uly 27, 2018 photo, Serbian make-up artist 
Miijana Milosevic known professionally as'Kika' paints her 
fece at her studio in Smederevo, Serbia. 

Associated Ftaess 

drew on walls, tables and draw before I could walk," 
her legs and arms. Milosevic saidO 

"My pa rents say I learned to 
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A makeover for milkweed, for the sake of butterflies 



In this July 22, 2012, file photo, a Monarch butterfly eats nectar from a swamp milkweed on the 
shore of Rock Lake in Pequot Lakes, Minn. 

Associated Press 


By CALVIN WOODWARD 
Associated Press 
QUEBEC CITY (AP) — For 

generations, North Ameri¬ 
can fanners have despised 
milkweed and done their 
best to rid their lands of it. 
"I hate to have milkweed 
in my strawberry field," Na¬ 
thalie Leonard says from 
herfarm by the Quebec vil¬ 
lage of Lac-du-Cerf. 

So why does she have 60 
acres of milkweed grow¬ 
ing on purpose? It's for the 
sake of butterflies — the 
iconic monarchs And for 
a chance to turn milkweed 
into profit. 

"Every weed," she says, "is 
only a weed because it's in 
the wrong place." Leonard 
and herpartnersin Monark, 
a co-operative of farmers 
through Quebec and into 
Vermont, hope milkweed 
now has found its rightful 
place in their fields. 

Intrigued by the notion of 
helping to restore the sink¬ 
ing population of monarch 
butterflies — and persuad¬ 
ed by the stirrings of a new 
market — these farmers 
began clearing land orrip- 
ping out cash crops and 
turning preciousacresover 
to a plant they'd previously 
seen asa nuisance. 

The milkweed makeover 
began when researchers 
in Quebec transformed 
the plant's silky fibers into a 
high-end insulation mate¬ 
rial for winter clothing and 
advanced other commer¬ 
cial uses for it, like sound 
insulation and absorption 
for oil spills. Winter coats 
stuffed with milkweed fiber 
reached outdoor retail¬ 
ers in 2016, fetching $800 


or more apiece. The Ca¬ 
nadian Coast Guard tried 
milkweed garb and liked it. 
And as a side benefit, the 
distinctive honey from milk¬ 
weed fields is prized. 

Yet the company formed 
to process and market the 
fiber collapsed last year, 
forcing the farmers who 
grow it to step in and try 
to make a go of the whole 
milkweed initiative. They're 
on track for perhaps their 
best harvest in the five or so 
years since the milkweed 
experiment began, but 
where the fiber will go after 
the fall is uncertain. 

The orange and black 
monarchs are wholly de¬ 
pendent on milkweed. "The 
pla nt is the only host fortheir 
eggs and sole sustenance 
for the caterpillars, which 


feed on milky secretions 
from the leaves. Milkweed 
has been in rapid retreat, 
crowded by urban devel¬ 
opment, attacked along 
roadways, and driven from 
pastoral landscapes by 
herbicides that spare resis¬ 
tant com and soybeans. 

A ritual of autumn — crack¬ 
ing the dry pods to watch 
the seed-bearing white 
fluff escape and catch the 
winds — has faded. 

But in recent years, as the 
plight of the monarchs be¬ 
came more pronounced, 
communities, schools and 
gardeners began plant¬ 
ing patches of milkweed 
along roads and public 
buildings and in backyards 
to give the butterfly a fight¬ 
ing chance. A 2017 study 
at the University of Guelph 
in Ontario found there's 
nothing more effective in 
this effort than the all-you- 
can-eatbuffetofa farmer's 
field of milkweed — visible 
from the sky, rooted in rich 
soil, and isolated from traf¬ 
fic and pollution. 

When University of Vermont 
agronomist Heather Darby 
first heard of Quebec's ini¬ 
tiative, from a man who 
called looking for Vermont 
farmers to join, she was 
thrown. Milkweed is toxic 
to livestock — one study 
says it gives cows "pro¬ 
found depression" on the 
rare chance they eat it. It's 
been a mark of shame on 


farmlands, a sign of sloppy 
maintenance. 

'Qh gosh, here's another 
one of those people with 
some crazy idea and he 
wants farmers to grow milk¬ 
weed!" she remembered 
thinking. "But I listened." 
After learning that hun¬ 
dreds of Quebec acres 
were already under milk¬ 
weed production, she 
reached out to farmers in 
Vermont whom she consid¬ 
ered innovators — people 
who would "want to listen, 
wouldn't laugh too hard, 
might try it out." Now, more 
than 100 farmers in Que¬ 
bec and about a half doz¬ 
en in Vermont are produc¬ 
ing milkweed for Monark, 
of which Nathalie Leonard 
serves as president. 

THE PLANT 


The ecological and eco¬ 
nomic promise of milkweed 
prompted Roger Rainville 
to convert 50 prime acres 
of his farm lining the Cana¬ 
dian border to milkweed 
several years a go. 

"This was a whole field, from 
here to the woods, of just 
beautiful alfalfa," he said, 
gesturing over the dense 
green crop of purple-flow¬ 
ered milkweed, 3 miles (5 
km) north of Alburgh, Ver¬ 
mont, as he awaited the 
monarchs on their northern 
summer migration. 

'You get along roadsides 
and there's not much fer¬ 
tility there. I tell farmers, if 
you're going to grow this, if 
you try something new, do 
it on your best soil," he said. 
Farmers from a cross the U.S. 
call him to ask how to get 
going with milkweed. 

At Rainville's farm, Darby 
waded into waist-high 
milkweed, bending to sniff 
tightly knit flowers that she 
likened to lilacs. The ugly- 
duckling weed was looking 
handsome and smelling 
fine. 

"What betteropportunity to 
preserve a n insectthat'sjust 
so dea riy loved by so ma ny 
people, so globally known," 
Darby said, "but a Iso seeing 
it come together with agri¬ 
culture in such a beneficial 
way." 

It takes two or three years 
after planting for milkweed 
to flower and produce the 
pods bursting with fluff. 
Once established, they 
can be irrepressible.On her 
Lac-du-Cerf farm, Leonard 
will have her first harvest this 
autumn, her second year 
after pla nting. □ 



This June 22, 2018 photo shows Milkweed is in full flower on 
Roger Rainville's farm along the Canadian border in Alburgh, 
Vt. 

Associated Press 



This June 22, 2018 photo shows University of Vermont agricul¬ 
tural researcher Heather Darby and Vermont farmer Roger 
Rainville waist-deep in a field of milkweed, in Alburgh, Vt. 

Associated Press 












